
                                   
 

 

Written Answers to Questions Not Answered at Mayor's Question Time 
on 18 January 2018 

 

Knife Crime 
Question No: 2018/0171 
Shaun Bailey  
Are you doing enough to reduce knife crime? 

Oral response 

Hate Crime (1) 
Question No: 2018/0308 
Peter Whittle  
Between 8th May 2016 and 31st October 2017 the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) recorded 
257 Hate Crime Robberies, 85 Hate Crime Burglaries, 33 Hate Crime Vehicle offences and 58 
Hate Crime Drug offences. Can the Mayor give further information on how these offences are 
recorded as hate crimes? 

Oral response 

Manifesto pledge on clean air 
Question No: 2018/0090 
Caroline Russell  
In your election manifesto you promised to "restore London's air quality to legal and safe 
levels". When will you achieve this? 

Oral response 

Knife crime incidents on New Years Eve 
Question No: 2018/0239 
Unmesh Desai  
Four families in London ushered in the New Year with the tragic news that a loved one had 
been murdered by someone using a knife. How can we use all the power of City Hall and our 
communities in 2018 to strengthen our efforts to tackle this scourge? 

Oral response 
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Rail Fare Increase 
Question No: 2018/0230 
Tom Copley  
Do you agree that it is time for rail fares to be pegged to the Consumer Price Index rather than 
the outdated Retail Price Index which, this year, represents an additional 1% increase in fares? 

Oral response 

Room sizes 
Question No: 2018/0154 
Andrew Boff  
How will your density guidelines affect room sizes? 

Oral response 

TfL Efficiencies 
Question No: 2018/0159 
Keith Prince  
How much more "flab" is there to cut at TfL? 

Oral response 

HMICFRS - Metropolitan Police Child Protection Inspection and post-
inspection updates 
Question No: 2018/0001 
Caroline Pidgeon  
HMICFRS stated in a recent report into child protection that the Met is now successfully 
highlighting weaknesses in its child protection practice, but that senior leaders were not using 
this information to improve the provision of its child protection service.  What are you doing to 
improve this police service. 

Oral response 

Page 2



Winter pressures in the NHS 
Question No: 2018/0279 
Onkar Sahota  
The latest NHS statistics show that Hillingdon Hospital (66.2%) and London North West (65%) 
in my constituency had the highest percentage of patients spending over 4 hours in major A&E 
departments in London. The NHS Winter Crisis currently affecting London was predicted, 
avoidable and should have been planned for. This crisis is, in the view of many, of the 
Government's making.  The Kings Fund, the British Medical Association (BMA), the Royal 
College of Nursing (RCN) and NHS Providers had warned the Government throughout 2017 
about the impending crisis and action needed to avoid the situation. It seemingly fell on deaf 
ears. On 2nd January 2018, recognising that the situation was now at crisis point, the 
Government postponed all non-urgent surgery to relieve pressure on the beds but this will 
come at unmeasurable individual cost.  Does the Mayor have further details of any planning 
that took place in London to prepare for the predicted extra workload and did the £335m 
allocated for London in the Autumn budget to help with winter pressures come in time? 

Oral response 

Met Investigation Policy 
Question No: 2018/0262 
Andrew Dismore  
Reports suggest the Met has issued  directions  that officers will not investigate crimes 
including public order offences, shoplifting and low-level assaults if officers are required to 
look at CCTV for more than 20 minutes; and that offences such as vandalism, vehicle crime and 
fuel theft will not be pursued if the cost of the damage or amount taken is less than £50. Were 
you consulted and do you agree with the policy? 

Oral response 
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Waltham Forest street trees 
Question No: 2018/0157 
Andrew Boff  
Waltham Forest is cutting down street trees and you have failed to plant the 2 million trees you 
promised (http://www.sadiq.london/the_environment/) . Is the environment safe in your 
hands? 

Oral question receiving a written response 
The Mayor  
My draft London Environment Strategy and new draft London Plan contain several policies to 
safeguard London's environment, protect the Green Belt, and tackle the most urgent 
environmental challenges of our time, such as air pollution. 

In my first year in office over 87,000 trees were planted by TfL, GLA funded regeneration 
projects and by organisations in the London Tree Partnership.  I made an additional £750,000 
available for tree planting in my first year of office despite inheriting no budget from the 
previous Mayor for tree-planting. 

The first phase of my £9m Greener City Fund, launched last summer will support the planting 
of over 20,000 trees by local communities this winter and a further 10,000 trees have been 
made available to Londoners to plant through our free Tree Packs. In addition, partners in the 
London Tree Partnership plan to plant thousands more trees this season.  

More grants will be available for community groups, charities, schools and boroughs in 2018 
and 2019 and we're continuing to work with boroughs and partner organisations to secure 
opportunities to plant new urban woodlands and support street tree planting. 

#BehindEveryGreatCity campaign 
Question No: 2018/0278 
Joanne McCartney  
How will you judge the success of your #BehindEveryGreatCity campaign? 

Oral response 

Met Police detention incidents attributed to mental health issues 
Question No: 2018/0298 
Navin Shah  
What percentage of Met Police detention incidents in the last year were attributed to mental 

health issues? 

Oral response 
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Green Areas in London 
Question No: 2018/0309 
David Kurten  
Why have you invented a new term called ‘green cover’ which is different to ‘green open 
space’, the conflation of which may confuse Londoners, as it appears to me that true green 
open space is set to drastically decrease in your Draft London Plan? 

Oral response 

Tackling Homelessness in London 
Question No: 2018/0231 
Tom Copley  
How will the Mayor's 'No one needs to sleep rough in London' campaign and new London 
Homeless Charities Group contribute to reducing homelessness in the capital? 

Oral response 

Small and medium enterprises in London 
Question No: 2018/0307 
Fiona Twycross  
How will your Economic Development Strategy support SMEs in London? 

Oral response 

Mayor's plans to tackle violent extremism 
Question No: 2018/0240 
Unmesh Desai  
What are you looking to improve by announcing a new work programme designed to tackle 
violent extremism? 

Oral response 

Biodiversity in the London Plan 
Question No: 2018/0214 
Leonie Cooper  
Will you commit to setting a clear target that new development should secure a net increase in 
Biodiversity in the final London Plan? 

Oral response 
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London Plan and Community Involvement 
Question No: 2018/0276 
Nicky Gavron  
There is welcome emphasis in the Draft London Plan on community involvement, and that 
areas should be regenerated in collaboration with local communities, involving a broad 
spectrum of groups and individuals, to develop a shared vision for their area. This is very 
relevant given the growing dissatisfaction experienced by local communities because of their 
lack of control over decisions which affect their lives.  It's therefore important that communities 
have more than just a voice but also a role giving them greater agency.  

In this context, it is very welcome that, in your policy for Opportunity Areas (SD1), you will 
"provide support and leadership for the collaborative preparation and implementation of 
planning frameworks" and that those planning frameworks "must be prepared in a collaborative 
way with the local communities and stakeholders." (para 2.1.4)  

Would you similarly include in Policy SD10 a commitment to helping to develop discrete and 
relevant planning frameworks for the Strategic Areas for Regeneration (Figure 2.19, page 95) 
particularly as they include the most stressed and under-resourced communities in London? 

Oral response 

Estate regeneration guidance 
Question No: 2018/0091 
Sian Berry  
What actions have you taken to respond to feedback from the Assembly and Londoners asking 
you to make sure that residents have a final say on estate regeneration plans? 

Oral response 

 

MOPAC - <a name= "_Hlk499902844"></a>knife crime seed funding 
Question No: 2018/0002 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please list each of the organisations which successfully bid for funds from MOPAC's £250,000 
knife crime seed funding.  Please also provide details of the amount provided and the reason 
for the scheme. 

The Mayor  

This information will not be available until after the selection panel have met and the successful 
bidders have been notified. This is due to take place in March 2018 
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Metropolitan Police - Child protection (1) 
Question No: 2018/0003 
Caroline Pidgeon  
What was the average caseload for each SCO17 Sexual Offences, Exploitation and Child Abuse 
(SOECA) unit officer in 2017? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The nature of the system used to record these cases does not allow you to view data 
retrospectively. It is possible to take a snap shot of data at a moment in time and the current 
average caseload for Detective Constable's on CASO is 25. 

Metropolitan Police - Child protection (2) 
Question No: 2018/0004 
Caroline Pidgeon  
How many hours of child safeguarding training do officers receive per year? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

Safeguarding training is delivered to officers across a number of areas: 

       in 2017, 13,829 officers received 12 hours of Safeguarding training as part of their 
Professional Development Days (PDDs); 

       1,600 command and control staff are due to receive a role-specific briefing on 
safeguarding from Jan 2018 and a six hour PDD package planned from April; 

       a specialist 5 day 'missing' course has been provided to 125 officers working in borough 
Missing Persons Units with an additional 94 scheduled for 2018; 

       the Strategic Partner Agency Safeguarding 1 day hydra Exercise (SPASE) is to be delivered 
through 2018 for every safeguarding superintendent, chief Supt and senior partners; and 

       All officers joining specialist child investigation command complete a 5-day induction 
course and a further 2 week course as part of the Specialist Child Abuse Investigation 
Development Programme (SCAIDP). Currently 300 officers have received SCAIDP training with 
a further 50 spaces allocated for 2018. 
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Idling of vehicles 
Question No: 2018/0005 
Caroline Pidgeon  
On 16th November 2017 I asked: What action are you taking to encourage motorists to stop 
their engines from idling?  Will you please respond to this question in a timely manner? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Stadium contract - seating 
Question No: 2018/0006 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Clause 15.6 of the contract signed between the LLDC and West Ham United suggests that 
LLDC is only obliged to provide a capacity of 50,000 seats for West Ham United games.  This 
would save a considerable amount of money in moving seats.  Is this something that you have 
looked into?  

The Mayor  

The Concession Agreement between E20 Stadium LLP and West Ham United states that the 
agreed capacity of the venue in football mode is a minimum of 53,500. 

The reference in Clause 15.6 to a 50,000 capacity applies solely to a temporary reduction in 
capacity to allow for essential maintenance work to be undertaken during the football season. 
It is, therefore, not a long-term solution to reducing matchday costs. 

It should also be highlighted that there is limited connection between capacity and the cost of 
seat moves. The Stadium contains enough seats permanently installed within it to meet West 
Ham's current requirement. Approximately 24,000 of those seats are in the Stadium's lower 
bowl and designed to be relocatable. They are moved closer to the pitch during the football 
season - in line with the requirement to provide seating proximate to the playing area in West 
Ham's contract - and back in the summer to expose the running track. Whilst football 
matchday costs (such as stewarding and security) are directly related to the number of seats 
that are occupied, the cost of moving the seats is related to the labour and materials required 
in the transition process, and not the licensed capacity for football matches. The seat 
movement process does not itself materially affect capacity for West Ham matches.   

E20 Stadium LLP and the new Corporate Restructuring Officer are identifying other ways to 
reduce operational costs, particularly solutions aimed at making seating transitions quicker and 
cheaper. Other work is also in train to reduce, for example, the utility costs in the Stadium by 
up to 40% through improved building management systems and LED lighting. 
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Metropolitan Police - low level offences 
Question No: 2018/0007 
Caroline Pidgeon  
The Times newspaper has recently reported that the Metropolitan Police Service will drop 
investigations into low-level offences.  How does this fit with your proposals to reduce 
antisocial behaviour? 

The Mayor  

The Met strives to provide a better and more efficient service to London by making the best 
use of its resources.  The Met has always assessed crime reports to identify those with realistic 
and viable lines of enquiry -so it is important that Londoner's don't think this a totally new 
development - because it isn't. 

Since the introduction of the Crime Assessment Principles, officers have a consistent way of 
doing so.  The principles have been designed to help officers strike a balance between 
resources applied to an investigation, and the likely outcome of the investigation by 
considering the availability of evidential opportunities and the willingness of the victim to 
support an investigation. 

Each allegation is assessed using the principles so proportionate decisions can be made.  This 
applies to any anti-social behaviour where a crime has been committed. Where there is no 
criminal offence, the Dedicated Ward Officers remain focused on tackling anti-social behaviour 
on their wards. 

By increasing the number of Dedicated Ward Officers in each ward in London I have delivered 
on my priority from the Police and Crime Plan - improving real neighbourhood policing. These 
officers are in communities to help tackle people's very real concerns about crime and anti-
social behaviour in their communities. 
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Restorative Justice (1) 
Question No: 2018/0008 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Under the Victim Code of Practice, victims are entitled to be told about restorative justice.  
How many victims of crime in 2016/2017 and in the first 2 quarters of 2017/2018 were made 
aware of restorative justice?  Please break this down by quarter. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

Prior to the Restore: London service, the offer of restorative justice (RJ) to victims was not 
recorded. Restore: London is tasked in part, through the grant agreement, to increase 
awareness of RJ. This is achieved through multiple means, including direct correspondence with 
victims of crime, promotional materials and stakeholder communications.  It is not therefore 
possible to measure precisely how many Londoners have been made aware of RJ through all 
these channels.  However, as a proxy measure, four new questions about RJ have been added 
to MOPAC's Public Attitude Survey, which interviews a representative sample of 3,200 
Londoners face-to-face each quarter. 

RJ would only ever be offered to a victim in circumstances where there is an identified victim 
and an identified offender, so is not suitable for all victims of crime. 

The baseline data from quarter 1 (April -June 2017) shows that 20% were offered information 
on RJ, which is in line with expectations. The same questions will be asked in Q3 (October-
December 2017) to enable comparison and to track progress and I would expect to see that 
percentage increasing over time. 

Page 10



Restorative Justice (2) 
Question No: 2018/0009 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Since awarding the pan-London restorative justice contract to Restore: Catch 22 and partners' 
consortium in August 2016, how many victims accessed restorative justice?  How many 
restorative justice cases have been concluded and how many are underway? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The Restore: London service went into mobilisation phase in August 2016, establishing key 
partnerships with stakeholders and raising awareness of the service across London. 

The service went 'live' and was accessible to victims from 3 April 2017, since when: 

     126 victims have been contacted, and offered the option of restorative justice as specified 
under the Code of Practice for Victims of crime. 

     76 victims of 126 contacted have chosen to engage in some sort of restorative process 

     59 victims have chosen to not engage in a restorative justice process after being provided 
with the option. 

     48 victims are currently engaging in a restorative justice process that is underway. 

     28 victims have engaged in a restorative justice process where the outcome has been 
concluded. 

These figures are forecast to continue to rise now that key partnerships with MPS, Victim 
Support, the National Probation Service and Community Rehabilitation Company are in place 
and as the Service and processes continue to develop. 
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Restorative Justice (3) 
Question No: 2018/0010 
Caroline Pidgeon  
What steps are you taking to monitor and evaluate restorative justice contracts and when will 
this information be published? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

As a MOPAC-commissioned service, Restore:London is monitored in line with MOPAC's 
established grant monitoring regime, which includes regular review meetings and data reviews.  
In addition, R:L maintains an Independent User Scrutiny Panel comprised of victims and 
practitioners whose work informs the continued development of the service. 

The service is also being evaluated by the MOPAC Evidence and Insight team using information 
gathered from victims, offenders, staff and stakeholders in conjunction with the Public Attitude 
Survey.  The final evaluation report will be published in Spring 2019. 
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Restorative Justice (4) 
Question No: 2018/0011 
Caroline Pidgeon  
What steps are you taking to meet the Government's Restorative Justice Action Plan 2016-
2018? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

MOPAC has commissioned Restore: London (R:L) the first ever pan-
London Restorative Justice Service, which supports delivery of the 
Government's Restorative Justice Action Plan 2016-2018, which is a 
high-level document and does not include any specific targets or 
timelines for action.  

MOPAC works with the service provider and stakeholders to ensure 
equal access, raise awareness and understanding of Restorative Justice 
(RJ) and to improve the quality of RJ in London. 

Through the commissioned service provider, MOPAC is working with the MPS to ensure victims 
are made aware of RJ and can access the service.  R:L have also published a range of multi-
media awareness raising materials and is delivering stakeholder training and briefings to ensure 
victims are made aware of, and referred to, the Service.  

In addition, the forthcoming MOPAC Victims' Portal will provide a further opportunity to raise 
awareness and provide information to victims who may wish to find out more about RJ and/or 
use the service. 

R:L facilitates the London RJ Network to support capacity development and improve service 
quality across the sector.  MOPAC's evaluation of the Restore: London Service and work with 
the MPS will also contribute to the overall evidence base for what constitutes good practice in 
restorative justice. 
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Major Events Oversight Board 
Question No: 2018/0012 
Caroline Pidgeon  
In September 2017 I asked the following questions: 

When did the Major Events Oversight Board last meet?  Where are the minutes for these 
meetings available? 

When reviewing the criteria of suitability for events in London, how do the Major Events 
Oversight Board take the impact on local areas into account? 

Neither have been answered.  Please expedite responses for both. 

The Mayor  

Major Events Oversight Board (MEOB) last met on 24 November 2017. 

MEOB is not minuted. 

MEOB focuses on strategic approval for major events. This includes the approach in evaluating, 
bidding and staging the event. As part of the strategic evaluation of an event officers work 
closely with the relevant borough or boroughs who hold responsibility for local permissions. 

MEOB does not review/evaluate events that precede the creation of the GLA such as London 
Marathon. 

MOPAC - Dedicated Ward Officers 
Question No: 2018/0013 
Caroline Pidgeon  
MOPAC's Quarterly Report stated that the Met aims for each of the 629 wards in London to 
have at least two Dedicated Ward Officers (DWOs) by December 2017. Please can you list the 
number of DWOs currently in place by borough?. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Knife Crime - Redthread funding 
Question No: 2018/0014 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Youth work charity Redthread would like to extend their coverage to Homerton, Lewisham, 
Northwick Park, Croydon, and Newham hospitals.  Will you confirm that you will fund the roll 
out of the Redthread programme to each of these hospitals?  If so, when will this funding be in 
place? 

The Mayor  

The Police and Crime Plan commits to continue to support youth 
workers and Independent Domestic Violence Advocates in Major 
Trauma centres, extending the programmes to key A&E departments in 
boroughs that have high levels of knife crime. 

Analysis is being conducted to identify priority A&E sites. The budget 
allocated from the Victim's Fund to continue youth work in the Major 
Trauma centres and start to provide services in priority A&Es was 
published in DMPC Decision PCD 174. The commissioning approach 
and priority A&E sites will be confirmed in published decisions. 

Met Police ICT 
Question No: 2018/0015 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please provide a list of all of the digital programmes, including their cost, that the Metropolitan 
Police Service has stopped in 2017. 

The Mayor  

No projects were stopped in 2017. 
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Met Police - Computer operating system (1) 
Question No: 2018/0016 
Caroline Pidgeon  
I understand that the Metropolitan Police Service upgraded a significant number of computers 
using Windows XP to Windows 8 in 2016, despite Windows 10 being available.  Why was the 
latest version of the operating system not upgraded to? 

The Mayor  

It is not possible to upgrade from Windows XP straight to Windows 10 without loss of some 
data. Furthermore the MPS had to create a version (a "build") of Windows 10 that satisfied 
security requirements and IT policies. A Windows 8.1 build was already available and so this was 
used for the initial roll-out while the Windows 10 build was being developed. Following this, 
the process of upgrading was started while developing the mobility project with Windows 10 
devices. 

Met Police- Computer operating system (2) 
Question No: 2018/0017 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Will all of the Metropolitan Police Service computers that currently use XP be upgraded directly 
to Windows 10 from now on? 

The Mayor  

All the tablets and laptops currently being rolled out have Windows 10 and any requests for 
new devices or replacements for existing devices will be also be on Windows 10. 

Any XP devices that must be kept will not be able to connect to the network. Eventually these 
devices will be replaced as the existing MPS software that has to run on XP is replaced. 

Russia Today advertising on the London Underground 
Question No: 2018/0018 
Caroline Pidgeon  
In answer to question 2017/4201 you stated that you have asked TfL to look again at whether 
advertising by Russia Today could have breached TfL's existing advertising policy and to 
examine whether the advertising policy needs updating.  What has been the outcome of these 
actions? 

The Mayor  

I am satisfied that Transport for London's current Advertising Policy is fit for purpose and does 
not require any specific changes. When I was elected Mayor I established an Advertising 
Steering Group and they will continue to provide guidance on the general terms of the policy. 

It is worth noting that the Policy has a specific guideline for public controversy, and if this 
advertisement was to be re-submitted it would be considered in the context of this guideline 
following public interest in the advertising. 
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Freemasons in the Metropolitan Police Service 
Question No: 2018/0019 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Do you believe the recent concerns expressed by Steve White, the current chair of the Police 
Federation, that freemasons are thwarting progress of women and BAME people within the 
police service should be investigated? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Transparency in the Metropolitan Police Service 
Question No: 2018/0020 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Should the Met Police promote trust through transparency by having a compulsory public 
register of interests including membership of organisations such as the freemasons? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Delays on the London Underground due to overcrowding 
Question No: 2018/0021 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please publish a table showing for each tube line the number of incidents of tube delays due to 
overcrowding for each year since 2012 

The Mayor  

Appendix 0021 shows the number of incidents attributed to crowding/congestion, which have 
caused delays of two minutes or more between 2012 and 2017. 

The number of delays across the Tube network due to congestion was 19 per cent lower in 
2017 than in 2016. In 2017, delays primarily due to congestion accounted for 1.7 per cent of 
delays of two minutes or more experienced by customers. 

Congestion at stations is often a consequence rather than a cause of delays. For example, if a 
customer becomes ill on a train this may result in the train being held at a platform for a few 
minutes. During this time the interval between trains might increase from a minute and a half 
to two or three minutes, which means platforms may become congested, which in turn can 
result in queuing at busier stations along the line. 

In order to manage customer numbers at its busiest stations, Transport for London implements 
different types of station control measures. These include trains not stopping for a period of 
time, individual platform closures, and closures of gate lines and entrances/exits as required, to 
ensure a safe travel environment and minimum disruption for customers. 
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Closure of the District Line and the West London Overground line on the 
same weekend 
Question No: 2018/0022 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Will you reconsider the track closures on the London Overground between Clapham Junction to 
Willesden Junction on the weekend of the 24th to the 25th February 2018 coinciding with the 
closures of the District Line between South Kensington to Edgeware Road to Ealing 
Broadway/Richmond/Wimbledon, and from Earl's Court to Kensington (Olympia).   While 
recognising the need for track closures do you accept that closures of two lines serving such a 
large part of west London should not coincide? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) looked at all available options to reduce disruption for passengers 
during these essential improvement works but unfortunately no better solution could be found. 
TfL and Network Rail looked at changing the dates to avoid a clash, but this was not possible 
and in some cases caused worse outcomes for passengers given other closures. 

During the closure, rail replacement buses will operate between Wimbledon via West Brompton 
and Kensington (Olympia).  Richmond and Wimbledon branch line customers travelling into 
central London will be able to use South Western Trains services via Waterloo, and tickets will 
be accepted on both local buses and trains. Piccadilly line trains from Uxbridge will also be 
stopping at additional stations between Hammersmith and Acton Town during this weekend. 

Hammersmith Bridge (1) 
Question No: 2018/0023 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Is the Mayor aware that in answer to a recent Freedom of Freedom Information request 
Hammersmith and Fulham Council have refused to publish their recent in-depth survey of the 
state of Hammersmith Bridge on grounds that such information might affect the security of the 
bridge?  Considering TfL’s long standing support for significantly funding the strenthening of 
the bridge to improve bus services as confirmed by previous Mayoral Questons such as 
2017/4906 do you consider it acceptable for Londoners to largely fund the repair and 
strengthening of a bridge where the information about the real state of the bridge is not being 
made known to the public?     

The Mayor  

The Hammersmith Bridge in-depth surveys contain sensitive information about load paths, 
structural capacity, and material strengths. Transport for London (TfL) agrees with the London 
Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham that this information should not be released under a 
Freedom of Information request on the grounds that releasing this could affect the security the 
bridge. 

TfL is supporting the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham identify the best value for 
money solution. 
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Hammersmith Bridge (2) 
Question No: 2018/0024 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Cabinet papers from Hammersmith and Fulham Council from December 2014 relating to 
strengthening and refurbishment of Hammersmith Bridge indicated that TfL was willing to 
provide £23.5 million for such work and that the work would be implemented by July 2016.   
What is TfL's understanding of why this work was not completed and what are the current 
plans for this work? 

The Mayor  

Hammersmith Bridge is owned and managed by the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham. The project is being managed by the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
with support and a financial contribution from TfL. 

Based on the latest programme that TfL has received from the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham, they anticipate works beginning in late 2018. 

Hammersmith Bridge is a complex structure and the structural investigations and analysis have 
taken longer than expected. This is partly because bridge closures are required to undertake 
some of the investigations. Final investigations will take place in February 2018, and the 
information from these will allow repair options to be further developed. 

A number of smaller interim works have taken place since 2016 to ensure the bridge remains 
open for use while a longer-term solution is developed. 

W12 bus service (1) 
Question No: 2018/0025 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please state the reasons why TfL decided to reduce the frequency of the W12 bus route from 
three to two buses an hour throughout the day. 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) regularly reviews bus routes to make sure that they are providing 
the right capacity for the level of demand. Over the past two years, usage of the W12 bus route 
decreased by 15% on weekdays and 18% on Saturdays. Two buses per hour now provide 
enough capacity to meet demand at the busiest points on the route. There has been no change 
to bus frequency on Sundays.    

TfL also changed the running times to better reflect traffic conditions, which has improved 
performance by 27 per cent. 
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W12 bus service (2) 
Question No: 2018/0026 
Caroline Pidgeon  
What steps are TfL taking to monitor the impact for bus users, especially those that need to 
access Whipps Cross Hospital, from the recent decision to reduce the frequency of the W12 bus 
route from three to two buses an hour throughout the day. 

The Mayor  

The route of the service has not changed and passengers are still able to access key locations 
such as Whipps Cross Hospital. 

Since changing the frequency of the route the performance of the W12 has improved from an 
average of 66% of buses arriving on time before the changes, to an average of 93% of buses 
arriving on time in December. 

TfL will continue to monitor the performance of this route, as it does with all London's bus 
services. 

Implementation of the London Plan relating to the provision of electric 
charging points 
Question No: 2018/0027 
Caroline Pidgeon  
In answer to Question 2017/1691 in March 2017 you stated that GLA officers have sought to 
collect data on EV charging points through the London Development Database but have not 
received the required agreement from two-thirds of London Boroughs that would make it a 
requirement for them to supply the information. 

Please state (1) which London Boroughs have failed to provide information about their 
implementation of Section 6.13 of the London Plan relating to the provision of electric 
charging points in new developments, and (2) what overall progress has the GLA made in 
monitoring the implementation of this important policy in the London Plan. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Answering of Mayoral Questions 
Question No: 2018/0028 
Caroline Pidgeon  
At the time of submitting this question the GLA website states that there are 391 Mayoral 
Questions which remain unanswered.  What steps are you taking to ensure that Mayoral 
Questions are answered within two weeks? 

The Mayor  

Since I became Mayor, I have replied to over 7900 written Mayoral Questions. All questions are 
replied to within the statutory deadline and where possible, all questions are fully responded to 
within two weeks. 

However, I receive many questions that require additional time, this is where data or input is 
required from other organisations in order to answer the question. 

My team are constantly reviewing the status of questions. 

Fatal stabbings in London 
Question No: 2018/0029 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please publish a table showing for each year since 2000, (1) the number of teenagers, and (b) 
the number of people, who have been fatally stabbed in London. 

The Mayor  

Appendix 0029 the requested homicide data showing the number of people fatally stabbed in 
London broken down by age. 

Unfortunately, this data set only dates to April 2002 due to this being the date that the weekly 
published homicide list began. 

Bus Safety Summit (1) 
Question No: 2018/0030 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please provide me with a list of the names of the organisations (1) invited to  

attend TfL's 14 November 2017 bus safety summit, and (2) those that attended. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Bus safety summit (2) 
Question No: 2018/0031 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please provide me with copies of each presentation made by the following  

TfL officials at the 14 November 2017 "Bus Safety Summit":  

1. Transport Commissioner  

2. Deputy Mayor for Transport and TfL Board Member 

3. Managing Director, Surface Transport 

4. Director of Rail and Sponsored Services 

5. Director of London Trams 

The Mayor  

I have asked Transport for London to provide you with Powerpoint slides from those speakers 
that used them during this event. 

Bus safety summit (3) 
Question No: 2018/0032 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please provide me with a copy of each presentation made by the  

representatives of these private companies at the TfL 14 November 2017  

"Bus Safety Summit"  

1. Seeing Machines  

2. Abellio  

3. Balfour Beatty 

The Mayor  

I have asked Transport for London to send you Powerpoint presentations supplied by these 
companies for this event. 
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Tramlink 
Question No: 2018/0033 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Item 33/06/17 of the Minutes of the 26 June 2017 Meeting of the Safety,  

Sustainability and Human Resources Panel states "An audit of First Group's  

fatigue management processes had taken place, these were found to be  

satisfactory and did not give rise to any concerns."  Please provide me with a copy of this audit 
and all correspondence and documentation associated with it. 

The Mayor  

While the Rail Accident Investigation Board and Transport for London reports have been 
published, the investigations by the Office of Rail and Road and the British Transport Police are 
continuing. After these investigations have concluded, the audit on fatigue management can 
be made available. In the meantime, First Group has engaged a fatigue specialist who is in the 
process of overhauling First Group's fatigue management process, to address the 
recommendations made in the audit. 

My Taxi and Gett 'instant hail" (1) 
Question No: 2018/0034 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Is a My Taxi or Gett "instant hail" classed as a pre-booked job, meaning a licensed green badge 
taxi driver can accept an immediate "instant hail" via the app anywhere in England and Wales? 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question 2018/0164. 

My Taxi and Gett 'instant hail" (2) 
Question No: 2018/0035 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please state whether a My Taxi or Gett "instant hail" taxi app job is classified as a telephone or 
online booking, therefore subject to a £2 extra charge in line with TfL's taxi fare tariff chart? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Dial-a-Ride (1) 
Question No: 2018/0036 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please state the total number of complaints Dial-a-Ride has received for each year since 
2010/2011. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Dial-a-Ride (2) 
Question No: 2018/0037 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please provide for each borough, broken down by month, how many trips were made, refusals, 
cancellation and service cancellations there were for all periods since May 2016. 

The Mayor  

Given the volume of data entailed, Transport for London officers will send you this data 
directly. 

Croydon Tram Crash 
Question No: 2018/0038 
Caroline Pidgeon  
In answer to Question 2016/4512 you stated that any information relating to past reports of 
dangerous tram operations on Tramlink in the 12 months prior to the fatal crash on the 9th 
November 2016 will be made available once the investigation has been completed.  Will you 
ensure this information is now published? 

The Mayor  

While the Rail Accident Investigation Board (RAIB) and Transport for London (TfL) reports 
have been published, the investigations by the Office of Rail and Road and the British 
Transport Police are continuing. 

Once all the investigations are complete, TfL will publish its records of safety-related issues 
reported by customers. 
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Leasing of London Underground trains (1) 
Question No: 2018/0039 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please state how many London Underground trains are currently owned by TfL and how many 
are currently leased. 

The Mayor  

Due to London's Underground unique nature, Transport for London owns all of London 
Underground's 620 trains, except for the Northern Line fleet - 106 trains in total - which were 
made available under a Private Finance Initiative contract in 1995.  Two maintenance trains on 
London Underground are also leased. 

Leasing of London Underground trains (2) 
Question No: 2018/0040 
Caroline Pidgeon  
Please set out the expected payments that TfL will have to make in subsequent years to cover 
its decision to start leasing London Underground trains? 

The Mayor  

It is incorrect to say that TfL has decided to lease London Underground trains. 

Disclosing these financial assumptions before a supplier is appointed to lease Elizabeth line 
trains could prejudice the commercial interests of Transport for London.  

Leasing of London Underground trains (3) 
Question No: 2018/0041 
Caroline Pidgeon  
The selling and then leasing back of London Underground trains to help finance the purchase 
of future London Underground trains is ultimately a form of borrowing.  Please set out why 
alternative forms of lending, including borrowing from the European Investment Bank, were 
not considered, or were ruled out as option for TfL. 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question 2018/0042. 
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Leasing of London Underground trains (4) 
Question No: 2018/0042 
Caroline Pidgeon  
What assessment process has TfL undertaken to ensure that its decision to start selling London 
Underground trains and then leasing them back is the cheapest option for farepayers and the 
taxpayer in the years ahead? 

The Mayor  

It is incorrect to say that TfL has decided to sell and leaseback London Underground trains. 

The proposed leasing for Elizabeth line trains is one element of a wider financing strategy that 
is also expected to include direct borrowing. This has been assessed by the Finance Committee 
of the Transport for London board which considered a range of factors such as cost, 
availability, repayment terms, and associated risks when making the decision.  

Rolling stock leasing is common across the industry and delivers good value for money.  TfL has 
successfully used rolling stock leasing a number of times, including for the London Overground 
and the DLR, and for some maintenance rolling stock on London Underground. 

The Mayor's Tour of the Indian Subcontinent 
Question No: 2018/0043 
Peter Whittle  
To ask the Mayor what was the total cost of his tour to India and Pakistan in December 2017? 

The Mayor  

We are still waiting for some charges and expenses to be submitted to the GLA before we can 
finalise the total cost. Once the GLA has received all outstanding bills and submissions, we will 
be able to provide the full cost of the trip. We would encourage you to refer to the Mayor's 
expenses (https://www.london.gov.uk/people/mayoral/sadiq-khan/expenses) in the coming 
months for further updates on this particular trip. 

The Massacre at Amritsar 
Question No: 2018/0044 
Peter Whittle  
I note the 6 December 2017 wire from Reuters, which details the Mayor's latest foray into the 
field of international relations. In that despatch, the Mayor calls on the British Government to 
apologise for the massacre at Amritsar in the Punjab in 1919 and states: "I'm clear that the 
government should now apologise, especially as we reach the centenary of the massacre. This is 
about properly acknowledging what happened here and giving the people of Amritsar and India 
the closure they need through a formal apology." What response has the Mayor received from 
Her Majesty's Government? 

The Mayor  

The Government has not provided a response. 
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Liam Allan 
Question No: 2018/0045 
Peter Whittle  
I was most concerned to learn of the collapse of the case against student Liam Allan at Croydon 
Crown Court on 14 December 2017, after it transpired that the Crown Prosecution Service and 
the Metropolitan Police failed to disclose evidence which would have cleared the defendant 
some two years before his trial. The more I learn about this case and the actions of those 
involved, the more disturbed I am. I would like to know a), whether disciplinary proceedings are 
contemplated against any police officer in respect of this case; b), what was the outcome of the 
Met's own investigation into this case and c), what lessons has the Met learned from this case? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

I too share your concern with this case. Not only was it shocking and distressing for Mr Allan, it 
has the potential to erose public confidence in our justice system. 

Following the collapse of Mr Allan's trial, the Metropolitan Police (MPS) has started a review of 
all current rape and sex abuse investigations. During this review, should any indication of 
misconduct be identified in relation to any officer involved in these cases, I fully expect the 
MPS to investigate the matter and if necessary refer it to the Independent Office for Policing 
Conduct (IOPC). 

The MPS's review of the cases is ongoing and it will be critical that any 
lessons from the collapse of Mr Allan's trial are shared with all officers 
responsible for this area of policing. 
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Hate Crime (2) 
Question No: 2018/0046 
David Kurten  
What were the total number of crimes recorded between 8th May 2016 and 31st December 
2017? 

The Mayor  

Please refer to Appendix 0046 containing the requested data dating the requested period. The 
data included is a count of Total Notifiable Offences (the standard measure of crime) and 
offences that occur on reports that have a hate crime flag (marker code) attached. 

It is also of note that the MPS currently publish both a Hate crime or specialist crime dashboard 
and a crime data dashboard that are available through the below links: 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/crime-data-dashboard/ 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/hate-crime-dashboard/ 

These dashboards provide monthly data dating back to April 2010 and allows in depth scrutiny 
of many different subsets of crime.   

The dashboards should be updated by the end of the 2nd week of each month and allow the 
user to download the raw data that sits behind the visualisation. 
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Hate Crime (3) 
Question No: 2018/0047 
David Kurten  
What were the total number of hate crimes recorded between 8th May 2016 and 31st 
December 2017? 

The Mayor  

Please refer to Appendix 0047 containing the requested data dating the requested period. The 
data included is a count of Total Notifiable Offences (the standard measure of crime) and 
offences that occur on reports that have a hate crime flag (marker code) attached. 

It is also of note that the MPS currently publish both a Hate crime or specialist crime dashboard 
and a crime data dashboard that are available through the below links: 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/crime-data-dashboard/ 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/hate-crime-dashboard/ 

These dashboards provide monthly data dating back to April 2010 and allows in depth scrutiny 
of many different subsets of crime.   

The dashboards should be updated by the end of the 2nd week of each month and allow the 
user to download the raw data that sits behind the visualisation. 

Hate Crime (4) 
Question No: 2018/0048 
David Kurten  
How many hate crimes recorded between 8th May 2016 and 31st December 2017 had prima 
facie evidence of an aggravating factor and how many did not have prima facie evidence of an 
aggravating factor? 

The Mayor  

The MPS have advised that answering this question would unfortunately not be reasonably 
practicable - in order to do so, the MPS would need to review each of the 7-9,000 hate crime 
reports per month during the requested period and any of the associated case papers. 

Page 29

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/crime-data-dashboard/
https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/hate-crime-dashboard/


Hate Crime (5) 
Question No: 2018/0049 
David Kurten  
What percentage of crime recorded between 8th May 2016 and 31st December 2017 was 
flagged as a hate crime? 

The Mayor  

Please refer to Appendix 0049 containing the requested data dating the requested period. The 
data included is a count of Total Notifiable Offences (the standard measure of crime) and 
offences that occur on reports that have a hate crime flag (marker code) attached. 

It is also of note that the MPS currently publish both a Hate crime or specialist crime dashboard 
and a crime data dashboard that are available through the below links: 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/crime-data-dashboard/ 

https://www.met.police.uk/stats-and-data/hate-crime-dashboard/ 

These dashboards provide monthly data dating back to April 2010 and allows in depth scrutiny 
of many different subsets of crime.   

The dashboards should be updated by the end of the 2nd week of each month and allow the 
user to download the raw data that sits behind the visualisation. 

Hate Crime (6) 
Question No: 2018/0050 
David Kurten  
How many non-crime hate incidents were recorded between 8th May 2016 and 31st December 
2017? 

The Mayor  

Please refer to Appendix 0050 the requested data which was extracted 
from CRIS on the 10/01/2018. 

Domestic Abuse is in a separate table as the MPS considers it a hate crime but nationally it is 
not included in Hate Crime figures 
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Hate Crime (7) 
Question No: 2018/0051 
David Kurten  
How many hate crimes between 8th May 2016 and 31st December 2017 resulted in (i) an 
arrest, (ii) a charge, (iii) a prosecution and (iv) a conviction? 

The Mayor  

Please refer to Appendix 0051 the requested regarding the arrest and charge of hate crime 
offences. Unfortunately, the MPS cannot not provide prosecution and conviction data as this is 
held by the Ministry Of Justice. 

The data set contains a count of offences against the police outcomes as well as a separate 
table showing the number of suspects broken down by arrest and consequent charge. 

Hate Crime (8) 
Question No: 2018/0052 
David Kurten  
During 8th May 2016 and 31st October 2017 the majority of Hate Crimes recorded by the MPS 
were Public Order Offences of which one out of six were anti-religious offences. I note that 
Section 29J of the Public Order Act 1986 gives protection of freedom of expression, which 
includes the right to ridicule, insult or abuse religions and beliefs. Could you explain how MPS 
takes this legislation into account when investigating hate crimes deemed as anti-religious? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The legislation ensures that individual rights to freedom of speech and freedom of assembly are 
balanced against the rights of others to go about their daily lives unhindered.   For example, 
threatening language would not be protected under Section 29J of the act and the MPS would 
seek to hold to account anyone using such language. 

The police recognise the need for the balance between freedom of expression and action taken 
on hate crime public order offences to be maintained in every case.  The investigating and 
reviewing officers will consider each case on its individual merits and work with CPS lawyers to 
prosecute the most appropriate offence depending on the facts of the case. 

Page 31



Hate Crime (9) 
Question No: 2018/0053 
David Kurten  
Is a Hate Crime Public Order Offence a high-level Mandatory Crime (Hate Crime) or low-level 
(Public Order Offence) crime that will be assessed out under the recently announced Crime 
Assessment Policy? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

Hate Crime offences are among 26 offences deemed as 'mandatory crimes' and are therefore 
exempt from the Crime Assessment Policy.  All reported hate crimes will be screened for 
investigation in line with MPS Hate Crime Policy. 
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Hate Crime (10) 
Question No: 2018/0054 
David Kurten  
Why does the MPS group together Hate Crime and Domestic Violence as a single category 
when they are very different crimes? 

The Mayor  

The MPS does not group together Hate Crime and Domestic Violence as a single category and 
they have separate definitions: 

Hate Crime 

Any hate incident, which constitutes a criminal offence perceived by the victim or any other 
person as being motivated by prejudice or hate. 

Domestic Abuse 

Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence 
or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family 
members regardless of gender or sexuality. This can encompass but is not limited to the 
following types of abuse: 

•                    psychological 

•                    physical 

•                    sexual 

•                    financial 

•                    emotional 

Hate Crime (11) 
Question No: 2018/0055 
David Kurten  
If a member of the public reports a burglary as a hate crime, will this be classed as a high-level 
crime or will it be assessed out? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Crime 
Question No: 2018/0056 
Peter Whittle  
Can the MPS give a full list of low-level offences that it will no longer investigate under the 
new crime assessment principles? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

In order to make best use of our resources to provide a better and more efficient service to 
London, the MPS has introduced Crime Assessment Principles to help officers strike a 
proportionate balance between resources applied to an investigation, and the likely outcome of 
the investigation due to the availability of evidential opportunities and the willingness of the 
victim to support an investigation.  

There is no list of low level offences that will not be investigated. Each allegation is assessed on 
its merits against the principles, so proportionate decisions are made taking into consideration 
the different factors as has always been the case.  This allows honest early conversations with 
victims about what can realistically be done to progress the crime they have reported. 

Taxicard 
Question No: 2018/0057 
David Kurten  
Operated by London Councils, the London Taxicard scheme provides subsidised door to door 
journeys in licensed taxis and private hire vehicles for London residents who have serious 
mobility or visual impairments. This helps people who find using public transport very difficult 
or impossible - such as the blind or those unable to walk. I oppose any reduction in funding for 
this scheme. The proposed cut of 13% in 2018/19 and a 1%, 0% and 3% increase in the level 
of Taxicard funding in subsequent years represents significant real terms cuts to services, 
taking account of inflationary fares increases. This will have a direct impact on service users - 
some of the most vulnerable and disadvantaged people in London. I would therefore ask the 
Mayor if he can reconsider any reduction in TfL's contribution to this scheme?. 

The Mayor  

I am fully committed to providing older and disabled Londoners with accessible transport 
services, and Taxicard will continue to be an important element of meeting this commitment.  

The Taxicard budget has not been cut and in fact no budget has yet been set for the service 
next year. I have categorically guaranteed that TfL will continue to provide the funding needed 
to provide the same level of service, in every part of London, as has the TfL Commissioner. TfL 
and London Councils are currently in the process of recommissioning the Taxicard service with 
that specification - and will pay whatever the procurement says is needed to provide that 
service. 
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Cycle Superhighway Costs (1) 
Question No: 2018/0058 
David Kurten  
What will be the cost of constructing CS9? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London carried out a public consultation in autumn 2017 on early design 
proposals for Cycle Superhighway 9 (CS9), and is currently analysing the feedback. 
Construction cost estimates will be known once further work is carried out, subject to the 
outcome of the consultation. 

The funding for CS9 forms part of the record £2.2bn I'm investing over the next five years to 
make walking, cycling and public transport safer, cleaner and more appealing. 

Cycle Superhighway Costs (2) 
Question No: 2018/0059 
David Kurten  
What will be the cost of constructing CS4? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London carried out a public consultation in autumn 2017 on early design 
proposals for Cycle Superhighway 4 (CS4), and is currently analysing the feedback. 
Construction cost estimates will be known once further work is undertaken, subject to the 
outcome of the consultation. 

The funding for CS4 forms part of the record £2.2bn I'm investing over the next five years to 
make walking, cycling and public transport safer, cleaner and more appealing. 
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Grooming Gangs (1) 
Question No: 2018/0060 
David Kurten  
How many arrests have been made in London of members of grooming gangs? 

The Mayor  

The term 'grooming gangs' can be interpreted in different ways - an online network facilitating 
the grooming of children, an urban street-based gang, or an organised criminal network where 
grooming may be a feature, amongst other criminality. This means that data are not readily 
recoverable and would require a lengthy and detailed examination of individual crime reports to 
determine number of arrests. 

Locally, however, each London Borough brings key partners together at a Multi-Agency Sexual 
Exploitation (MASE) meeting to review intelligence and co-ordinate a borough-wide tactical 
response to CSE and linked criminality; including trafficking, child criminal exploitation, Missing 
and Child sexual abuse.  MASE delivers a whole-partnership response to law enforcement, 
victim service provision and education and community awareness.  

Grooming Gangs (2) 
Question No: 2018/0061 
David Kurten  
How many people are currently under investigation for being members of grooming gangs? 

The Mayor  

Please see my response to MQ 0060. 

Grooming Gangs (3) 
Question No: 2018/0062 
David Kurten  
How many girls do you estimate have been victims of grooming gangs in London over the thirty 
year plus period they have been known about in the UK? 

The Mayor  

The term 'grooming gangs' can be interpreted in different ways - an online network facilitating 
the grooming of children, an urban street-based gang, or an organised criminal network where 
grooming may be a feature, amongst other criminality. This means that data are not readily 
recoverable and would require a lengthy and detailed examination of individual crime reports to 
answer this question. 
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Grooming Gangs (4) 
Question No: 2018/0063 
David Kurten  
How many girls do you estimate are currently being controlled or enslaved by grooming gangs 
in London? 

The Mayor  

The term 'grooming gangs' can be interpreted in different ways - an online network facilitating 
the grooming of children, an urban street-based gang, or an organised criminal network where 
grooming may be a feature, amongst other criminality. This means that data are not readily 
recoverable and would require a lengthy and detailed examination of individual crime reports to 
answer this question. 

To better understand the needs of victims, MOPAC and NHS England jointly commissioned 
MBARC to undertake a Serious Violence against Children and Young People Needs Assessment. 
The report, published in November 2016, can be found at https://www.london.gov.uk/mopac-
publications/london-sexual-violence-needs-assessment-2016.  

MOPAC has put in place support for young people being exploited by gangs; whether 
criminally or sexually. MOPAC funds Safer London to deliver its Empower service for those who 
have experienced sexual exploitation and London Gang Exit for those being exploited by 
gangs.  

BAME 
Question No: 2018/0064 
David Kurten  
What is your definition of BAME? - does it include non-British white people such as Poles, 
Spaniards, Australians and Russians, or not? 

The Mayor  

The acronym BAME stands for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic and is defined as all ethnic 
groups except White ethnic groups. It does not relate to country origin or affiliation. 

As far as possible, the GLA seeks to adhere to the Office for National Statistics' harmonised 
output categories for ethnic groups. In this classification, BAME comprises all Mixed, Asian, 
Black and Other (non white) ethnicities. White ethnic groups comprise White British; White 
Irish, Gypsy or Irish Traveller; and Other White. 
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Gender Pay Gap (1) 
Question No: 2018/0065 
David Kurten  
In your recent study of gender pay differentials at City Hall, did you classify people who 
identify as women, but who have male anatomy and chromosomes as men, or as women? 

The Mayor  

All staff self-classify as male, female or state that their current gender is different to 
their gender at birth. All staff currently working in the GLA have identified as male or 
female only.  The GLA does not ask for any further gender related information.  

Gender Pay Gap (2) 
Question No: 2018/0066 
David Kurten  
In your recent study of gender pay differentials at City Hall, how did you classify people who do 
not identify as men or women? 

The Mayor  

All staff currently working in the GLA have identified as male or female.  Currently, under the 
Gender Pay Gap Reporting requirements the gender categories are men and women only.  In 
the future, if any staff do not identify as a man or woman the GLA would report the gender pay 
gap separately except where those individuals would be identifiable from the data. 

London's Energy (1) 
Question No: 2018/0067 
David Kurten  
What percentage of London's electricity comes from renewable sources? 

The Mayor  

The vast majority of London's electricity (80 per cent) is sourced from the national grid and 
includes renewable electricity generation outside the city. In 2016 25% of grid electricity was 
from renewable sources (source UK Digest of Energy Statistics). 
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London's Energy (2) 
Question No: 2018/0068 
David Kurten  
What percentage of London's electricity comes from burning wood pellets in Drax, Lynemouth 
and other power stations? 

The Mayor  

The vast majority of London's electricity demand (80 per cent) is supplied from the national 
electricity grid. Approximately six per cent of this electricity is attributed to plant biomass, 
including the biomass power stations at Drax and Lynemouth. 

Renewable energy statistics are made available annually through the UK Government's Digest 
of UK Energy Statistics (DUKES). 

London's Energy (3) 
Question No: 2018/0069 
David Kurten  
What are London's annual and daily electricity requirements (in TWh or GWh))? 

The Mayor  

London's annual electricity requirement is approximately 39,600 GWh, equivalent to 13 per 
cent of UK electricity demand. Daily electricity consumption varies significantly, but averages at 
108GWh per day. 

London's energy consumption statistics are published annually through the London Energy and 
Greenhouse Gas Inventory (LEGGI) and are made available through the GLA London Datastore. 

London's Energy (4) 
Question No: 2018/0070 
David Kurten  
What is London's electricity power requirement (in GW)? 

The Mayor  

Data on peak electricity demand in London is limited as the geographic extent of the city does 
not align with network operation areas. GLA modelling as part of the London Energy Plan 
estimated that London's peak power requirement is approximately six gigawatts. 
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Electric Vehicles (1) 
Question No: 2018/0071 
David Kurten  
How many electric vehicles (taxis, buses, private cars and others) do you anticipate operating in 
London by (i) May 2020, (ii) May 2024? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Electric Vehicles (2) 
Question No: 2018/0072 
David Kurten  
How much electrical energy (in MWh) will be required each day to charge all of the electric 
vehicles anticipated in London by (i) May 2020, (ii) May 2024? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Electric Vehicles (3) 
Question No: 2018/0073 
David Kurten  
Norway, the world's largest market for electric vehicles, recently announced that it will be 
cutting tax concessions and incentives to buy electric vehicles after realising that their heavier 
weight causes more damage to roads than conventional vehicles. It has also been hypothesised 
that more PM2.5's are generated by brake and tyre wear from electric vehicles due their heavier 
weight. (http://www.soliftec.com/NonExhaust%20PMs.pdf and 
https://eandt.theiet.org/content/articles/2017/03/particle-pollution-from-electric-cars-
could-be-worse-than-from-diesel-ones/ .)Have you considered the potential of extra road 
damage and production of PM2.5's in your plans to encourage electric vehicles? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Elizabeth Line Extension (1) 
Question No: 2018/0074 
David Kurten  
The Draft London Plan mentions extending the Elizabeth Line from Abbey Wood to Ebbsfleet. 
What will be the cost of this and who will fund it? 

The Mayor  

A partnership, which includes Transport for London, the GLA, London Borough of Bexley and 
local authorities in Kent is investigating options to extend the Elizabeth line to improve the rail 
network and support new housing and economic growth. 

Costs and potential sources of funding will be identified in a Strategic Outline Business Case, 
which is planned to be submitted to government later this year. 

Elizabeth Line Extension (2) 
Question No: 2018/0075 
David Kurten  
How many existing homes will be compulsorily purchased and demolished if the Elizabeth Line 
is extended from Abbey Wood to Ebbsfleet? 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question 2017/5250 

Elizabeth Line Extension (3) 
Question No: 2018/0076 
David Kurten  
What is the proposed route for extending the Elizabeth Line from Abbey Wood to Ebbsfleet, 
and where can these proposals be viewed by local residents in Belvedere, Erith, Slade Green 
and other affected communities? 

The Mayor  

A partnership, which includes Transport for London, the GLA, London Borough of Bexley and 
local authorities in Kent is investigating options to extend the Elizabeth line to improve the rail 
network and support new housing and economic growth. 

All of the options being considered involve either shared running on the existing North Kent 
line from Abbey Wood to Slade Green, or on segregated rail lines adjacent to the existing North 
Kent rail line for this section. This is illustrated in Figure 40 of the 2017 draft Mayor's Transport 
Strategy. 
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Acid Attacks 
Question No: 2018/0077 
Peter Whittle  
I was somewhat startled to read in the Daily Mail on 21 December 2017 that Stephen Timms, 
the Member of Parliament for East Ham, has claimed that acid attack threats have made parts 
of London 'no go areas'. ( http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5199605/Acid-attack-
threats-make-parts-London-no-areas.html). Is Mr Timms correct in this assertion? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Freemasons and the Police 
Question No: 2018/0078 
Peter Whittle  
I was quite concerned to read in The Guardian on 31 December 2017 to read Steve White, the 
retiring chair of the Police Federation, claim that Freemasonry was preventing 

the progress of women and ethnic minorities in policing. What assessment has the Metropolitan 
Police made of Mr White's statement? 

The Mayor  

The Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) has assured me that there is no evidence in support of 
the comments made by Steve White. 

Both I and the Commissioner are committed to increasing the diversity of the MPS - both in 
terms in of initial recruits and progression through the ranks. Indeed, following her 
appointment last year, Cressida Dick became the first female Commissioner of the MPS. 

The MPS has more BAME officers than it has ever had - over 4,000 accounting for 14% of total 
officers. 

TfL Finances 
Question No: 2018/0079 
David Kurten  
I was concerned to read the ITV report on 3 January 2018 that 'cash-strapped transport bosses 
plan to sell part of the London Underground fleet and lease it back to raise money for new 
tube trains. Transport for London hopes the deal will raise £875m to bankroll new trains on the 
Piccadilly Line in 2023.' (http://www.itv.com/news/london/2018-01-03/plan-to-sell-part-of-
london-underground-fleet-branded-quite-mad/) It would be appreciated if the Mayor could 
elucidate on these plans. 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question 2018/0042 
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Taxi and Private Hire Trade (1) 
Question No: 2018/0080 
David Kurten  
What practical help do TfL offer drivers who may be suffering from stress now, due to the 
effects of TfL TPH having allowed UBER to operate in the Taxi and Private Hire Market? 

The Mayor  

Mental health is an extremely important issue. Transport for London and I would urge any 
driver suffering from issues associated with their mental health to seek the help and support 
they need as soon as possible. 

It is essential that drivers are medically fit to transport the public. All taxi and private hire driver 
applicants must meet a range of criteria to ensure they are 'fit and proper' prior to becoming 
licensed or re-licensed, which includes meeting the DVLA's medical standards. 

Taxi and Private Hire Trade (2) 
Question No: 2018/0081 
David Kurten  
Following an FOI request, the London Cab Drivers Club (LCDC) reported that they have 
discovered an email from Helen Chapman (London Taxi and Private Hire) to Tom Elvidge 
(UBER) where she provided Mr Elvidge with advanced warning that FOI requests have been 
made between MPS and TfL Officials. This was after huge media exposure given to the email 
by Inspector Neil Billany (MPS) alleging sexual assaults and other criminality covered up by 
UBER, which was extremely damaging to both TfL and UBER. Do you agree with the LCDC that 
this amounted to giving UBER a "heads up" in case other emails emerged of serious 
impropriety, and gave them the opportunity to "manage" any crisis beforehand? Do you have 
concerns that this conduct was biased in favour of UBER, and what steps are you taking to 
ensure that this does not happen again? 

The Mayor  

It is good practice to notify a third party when an authority releases information relating to 
them, where appropriate.  
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Taxi and Private Hire Trade (3) 
Question No: 2018/0082 
David Kurten  
TfL have declared UBER are no longer "fit and proper" under safety grounds to be a PH 
Operator. If this is the case, why didn't TfL revoke their licence, rather than allowing them to 
operate on appeal? 

The Mayor  

On 22 September 2017, Transport for London (TfL) informed Uber London Limited that it will 
not be issued with a private hire operator licence after expiry of its current licence on 30 
September. The reasons for this are available online at http://content.tfl.gov.uk/13-17-
licensing-decision-on-uber-london-limited.pdf. 

Uber London Limited has appealed TfL's decision not to issue an operator's licence, and it can 
continue to operate under private hire legislation set by national government until the appeals 
process has been exhausted. 

Taxi and Private Hire Trade (4) 
Question No: 2018/0083 
David Kurten  
TfL deployed Deloitte to carry out an investigation on UBER's "booking process". They stated 
that the driver accepts the initial booking before the operator, contrary to current PH 
regulations. Therefore, why are TfL allowing them to continue operating illegally? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) takes all necessary steps to ensure that private hire operators are 
complying with private hire legislation in the way bookings are processed. TfL has been seeking 
further clarity on Uber's operating model. This continues in parallel with the appeal against 
TfL's licensing decision. 
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Taxi and Private Hire Trade (5) 
Question No: 2018/0084 
David Kurten  
According to representatives of the taxi trade, your Night Time Commissioner Mr Philip Kolvin 
recently represented UBER having their licence renewed in Cambridge, last year he represented 
UBER drivers in court at Reading, and last month he wrote an article in the Institute of 
Licensing website on plying for hire, which some people believe could benefit UBER in their 
appeal to be re-licensed in London.  Given the concerns of members of the taxi trade about 
potential conflicts of interests, do you think it would be better to employ someone other than 
Mr Kolvin, about whom there are no such concerns? 

The Mayor  

The Monitoring Officer at the Greater London Authority reviewed the issue and discussed it 
with Philip Kolvin QC at the time, he was wholly satisfied that there was no conflict. 

Philip Kolvin QC was appointed chair of the Night Time Commission on a 12-month contract 
and over the past year the commission has made great progress under his leadership. The 
important work of the commission will continue and a new chair will be appointed in due 
course. 

Taxi and Private Hire Trade (6) 
Question No: 2018/0085 
David Kurten  
When did TfL first become aware of the worldwide hack on UBER customer and driver details? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Taxi and Private Hire Trade (7) 
Question No: 2018/0086 
David Kurten  
Over recent months, there has been major reconstruction of management at LTPH. All the 
senior managers bar one, who were involved in UBER's initial licensing and defended them over 
the five-year period of their license have departed.  Was this due to the ramifications of them 
licensing UBER back in 2012, and possible evidence of mismanagement?. Are you concerned 
that the departing LTPH managers had a biased, cosy or unethical relationship with UBER 
executives? 

The Mayor  

No, the staff you refer to left Transport for London (TfL) under its Transformation Programme 
or as a result of retirement. As a part of the programme, TfL is re-evaluating every area of its 
business and considering how to merge functions to create efficiencies, reduce management 
layers and eliminate duplication. 
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Taxi and Private Hire Trade (8) 
Question No: 2018/0087 
David Kurten  
Do you agree with the LCDC that there should be an investigation of LTPH's initial licensing of 
UBER and their regulation of them during that five year period?  Do you recognise that this 
would be instrumental in ensuring that the same mistakes and poor management decisions are 
not repeated in the future? 

The Mayor  

All applicants for private hire operator licences are required to demonstrate that they comply 
with private hire legislation. Uber London Limited (ULL) was licensed as a private hire operator 
in London in 2012, having met the same pre-licensing requirements as any other applicant for 
an operator's licence at the time. 

Transport for London (TfL) keeps all licensed operators' under review for the duration of the 
licence to ensure they comply with regulations. TfL will take enforcement action in appropriate 
cases and TfL took the decision in September 2017 not to relicense Uber. 

The Crown Prosecution Service 
Question No: 2018/0088 
Peter Whittle  
To ask the Mayor what (if any) representations he has made to Her Majesty's Government in 
respect of the operation and performance of the Crown Prosecution Service in London?. 

The Mayor  

The CPS is integral to delivering my Police & Crime Plan ambition to transform the Criminal 
Justice System into a Criminal Justice Service, with victims firmly at its heart, and the reduction 
of reoffending. It is also a key partner to delivering my VAWGs and Knife Crime Strategies.   

Whilst I haven't made representation to Government in relation to CPS-London, I have met and 
will continue to meet with the Director of Public Prosecutions, Alison Saunders, to discuss CPS 
performance and collaborative partnership working. 

My Deputy Mayor for Policing & Crime has regular and direct engagement with CPS-London, 
and performance issues are often discussed, including reducing the number of cracked and 
ineffective trials rates, improving defendant conviction rates and improvements in managing 
cases speedily and effectively.  

We also attend the London Criminal Justice Board's performance sub-group which scrutinises 
CPS-London performance and MOPAC is engaged with HM CPS Inspectorate to ensure that 
what is important for London is inspected. 
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Will Young 
Question No: 2018/0089 
David Kurten  
To ask the Mayor what was the outcome of TfL's investigation into the complaint by the singer 
Will Young that he was the target of homophobic abuse from a bus driver? 

2 

The Mayor  

The recent complaint by Will Young is still under investigation. 

Any form of hate crime is completely unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Everyone has the 
right to travel with fear of abuse or intimidation, and if anyone witnesses or is victim to hate 
crime they should report it immediately. Transport for London works closely with its police 
partners to eradicate hate crimes and fully investigate all reported incidents. 

Cycling budget 
Question No: 2018/0092 
Caroline Russell  
What is the current assumed budget allocation for cycling in each year from 2018-19 to 2022-
23? 

The Mayor  

The 2017 Transport for London Business Plan sets out an integrated programme for streets and 
buses.  This is based on the Healthy Streets approach to prioritise better and more affordable 
public transport and safer and more appealing routes for walking and cycling.  

The allocation for cycling each year is as follows: 

18/19              £111m 

19/20              £183m 

20/21              £195m 

21/22              £175m 

22/23              £182m 

This is an average of £169m per year, which compares to an average of £79m in the previous 
Mayoral term.  Comparing the same period to the 2016 Business Plan (2017/18 to 2021/22) 
the average is £155m per year, which is a slight increase on the £154m average in the 2016 
Business Plan. 
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Announcement on bus driver working conditions 
Question No: 2018/0093 
Caroline Russell  
In answer to my oral question 2017/4308 you said "There is an announcement imminent… We 
are working with bus drivers, UNITE and TfL which will be this side of Christmas, and that will 
answer your question about the research (on bus driver working conditions). I do not want to 
pre-empt the announcement because there are discussions taking place now but it is good 
news. You will be pleased with it, which is what I am trying to say." On what date did you make 
the announcement and where is it online? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Cuts to Local Implementation Plan funding 2018/19 
Question No: 2018/0094 
Caroline Russell  
Could you provide the reductions to each of the following Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 
funding programmes in 2018-19 compared with 2017-18? Corridors, Neighbourhoods and 
Supporting Measures, Top-sliced (LIP partnerships, good practice), Liveable 
Neighbourhoods/Major Schemes, Principal Road Maintenance, Bridge Strengthening, Traffic 
Signal Modernisation, Bus Priority (including Enabling Works), Borough Cycling Programme, 
Crossrail Complementary Measures, Pedestrian Town Centres, and Mayor's Air Quality Fund. 

The Mayor  

The Transport for London (TfL) business plan contains more borough funding than has ever 
been delivered before - over £200m investment in borough roads every year. This includes 
restoring the Local Transport Fund (£100k per borough), which I know is important to the 
boroughs. 

TfL has had to make tough choices on borough road asset renewals, though it will never let this 
compromise safety. This is driven by the lack of government funding for roads. The removal of 
TfL's revenue grant from Government leaves London without a funding source to operate, 
maintain and renew its roads.  This means that TfL needs to use income from public transport 
fare payers and local business rates to fund the net operating costs of London's roads.  

I am calling on the Government, as part of their Transport Investment Strategy, to make sure 
that a link between Vehicle Exercise Duty and roads funding is applied to London as well. This 
would allow TfL and the boroughs to continue modernising London's road network, as well as 
support more walking and cycling journeys across the capital. 

The breakdown of the specific lines requested is below: 

£m 2017/18 2018/19 

Corridors, Neighbourhoods and Supporting Measures 74.1 63.3 
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Top-sliced (LIP partnerships, good practice) 4.0 4.0 

Liveable Neighbourhoods/Major Schemes 18.8 23.0 

Principal Road Maintenance 20.0 3.0 

Bridge Strengthening 5.9 7.0 

Traffic Signal Modernisation 11.1 1.0 

Bus Priority (including Enabling Works) 12.6 15.1 

Borough Cycling Programme 1.0 1.0 

Crossrail Complementary Measures 7.1 7.1 

Pedestrian Town Centres 0.8 0.7 

Mayor's Air Quality Fund 4.0 3.0 
 

Lifts at new Ealing Broadway Crossrail station 
Question No: 2018/0095 
Caroline Russell  
The lifts proposed for the new Ealing Broadway Crossrail station do not meet London Cycling 
Design Standards (LCDS) minimum dimensions and as such would be unable to accommodate 
non-standard cycles. There would also be insufficient space for a cyclist to use the proposed 
lifts comfortably alongside foot passengers. What will you do about this? 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question 2017/4914 

'Cyclists dismount' signs 
Question No: 2018/0096 
Caroline Russell  
What is the Transport for London (TfL) policy on the use of 'cyclists dismount' signs? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London's (TfL's) policy, as set out in its draft Traffic Management Handbook, is 
that use of these signs should be avoided when possible, and a safe space should be retained 
for cyclists. In rare cases where use of dismount signs are used as a last resort, TfL's policy is 
that consideration is given to providing marshals on site to assist and guide cyclists and 
pedestrians. 
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Transport for London interchange requirements 
Question No: 2018/0097 
Caroline Russell  
Constituents are concerned that the interchange between the London Overground and the 
Northern line you mentioned in your response to question 2017/2395 is not fit for purpose - 
the footway along the Upper Holloway Road is narrow and usually congested and the distance 
mentioned as suitable for interchange is 400 metres. Can you confirm that this interchange 
complies with Transport for London (TfL) interchange guidelines? 

The Mayor  

Yes. The recent public realm works around Archway station have helped to improve the walking 
route and staff at both stations are on hand to assist customers with directions. 

Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (1) 
Question No: 2018/0098 
Caroline Russell  
What are the implications for rail in London of the Government review of the railways 
'Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail'? 

The Mayor  

I welcome any opportunity to unlock more frequent and more reliable services for Londoners 
on suburban rail lines as set out in Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail. 

The document points to a number of London area schemes already underway such as the 
completion of the Elizabeth line, making the case for Crossrail 2 and the electrification of the 
Gospel Oak to Barking line to support additional capacity. 

The development of possible digital railway schemes on Network Rail's networks through 
London Bridge, the East London Line and on the Moorgate branch would unlock more capacity 
by improving train frequencies. 

The opportunity to explore options for transferring selected rail services from the Department 
for Transport to Transport for London is welcome and I will continue to make the case for 
further inner suburban route transfers as the opportunity arises. The creation of a London 
suburban metro through devolution of suburban services to TfL is the best way to deliver 
improved rail services to Londoners,. This would bring improved journey times, increased 
capacity and better interchanges between suburban rail services and existing TfL services. 
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Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (2) 
Question No: 2018/0099 
Caroline Russell  
Could you comment on the feasibility of a new Tufnell Park rail station connecting the 
Northern Line to the London Overground and points between Barking, Walthamstow, 
Tottenham, Harringay, Willesden Junction and Richmond? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) has not carried out any specific work on the feasibility of a station 
on the Gospel Oak Line near Tufnell Park Underground station. 

The area has the second highest level of public transport accessibility on TfL's nine point scale, 
and an interchange between London Overground and the Northern Line already exists at 
nearby Upper Holloway and Archway.  A new station would be likely to cost over £10 million 
and would offer Londoners poor value for money. 

Supporting #operationclosepass with bus advertisements 
Question No: 2018/0100 
Caroline Russell  
Bath and North East Somerset Council are using bus advertising to support #operationclosepass 
with the text "Every lane is a cycle lane. Give cyclists space when passing. 
#operationclosepass".  Will you use bus advertising to inform Londoners who drive that it is 
important to give space to people cycling when passing them? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Intelligent Speed Adaptation (ISA) trial results 
Question No: 2018/0101 
Caroline Russell  
In response to my question 2017/2176, you said that Transport for London (TfL) has "already 
carried out trials for the implementation of ISA and will be publishing the results of those trials 
in the near future." Do these results show a correlation between ISA being fitted and 
compliance with speed limits?  

The Mayor  

In 2015 Transport for London (TfL) carried out a trial of ISA on London buses. The system was 
tested on two bus routes in London: Route 19 between Battersea and Finsbury Park, and Route 
486 between the Greenwich Peninsula and Bexleyheath. A report has been produced by the 
Transport Research Laboratory and  is available on the Transport for London website: 
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/intelligent-speed-assistance-on-london-buses.pdf 
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Temporary shuttle bus service at Highbury Corner 
Question No: 2018/0102 
Caroline Russell  
During the closure of Holloway Road at Highbury Corner over Christmas, you provided a 
temporary shuttle bus from Highbury Corner to the Nag's Head Shopping Centre. Residents 
have complained that this bus did not stop at existing bus stops so it did not help those living 
along the route. Which policies determine where temporary shuttle buses such as this will 
stop?  

The Mayor  

The shuttle bus was required to serve all of the stops between Nags Head and Highbury & 
Islington station. Transport for London received initial reports that this was not happening at all 
times and issued a reminder to the bus drivers. No further complaints were received after this. 

Engine idling and Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
Question No: 2018/0103 
Caroline Russell  
Your draft Transport Strategy identifies engine idling as a targeted action for boroughs and 
Transport for London (TfL) to address local air pollution hotspots. To supplement this, will you 
ask the Government and Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) to issue reminders, 
during the vehicle excise duty renewal process, that engine idling is a traffic offence? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) and the boroughs are taking targeted action to reduce vehicle 
idling. This includes information campaigns and Engine Action Days to educate drivers about 
engine idling supported by the Mayor's Air Quality Fund. TfL is also working with the 
Metropolitan Police Service to educate and encourage motorists to turn off their engines when 
required to by law.  

I have asked my team to raise this issue with the DVLA.   
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Taxi and private hire vehicle engine idling 
Question No: 2018/0104 
Caroline Russell  
In answer to my question 2017/2185 you said that "TfL is currently reviewing how it could 
have the necessary powers to enforce against taxis and private hire vehicles leaving their 
engines running while stationary." Could you provide an update on any progress on this from 
Transport for London (TfL)? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) is investigating a new Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and is liaising 
with the City of Westminster to determine how best to apply this. The TRO would enable TfL 
enforcement officers the ability to issue Penalty Charge Notices for engine idling offences. 

TfL continues to tackle engine idling through education and engagement at the roadside 
supported by the Mayor's Air Quality Fund. TfL Taxi and Private Hire compliance officers and 
enforcement teams work with volunteers and other stakeholders to deliver this activity at 
identified air-quality hotspot locations to raise awareness of the consequences of engine idling. 

London Plan and UN Sustainable Development Goals 
Question No: 2018/0105 
Caroline Russell  
Has your draft London Plan been tested against necessary outcomes, such as achieving the 169 
targets underpinning the United Nation's Sustainable Development Goals by 2030? 

The Mayor  

The London Plan has been subject to an Integrated Impact Assessment, which incorporates the 
statutory and non-statutory requirements of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA), Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA), Health Impact Assessment 
(HIA), Community Safety Impact Assessment (CSIA), and Habitats Regulation Assessment 
(HRA).  Collectively, these assessments require the consideration of a range of social, economic 
and environmental issues which are specific to London's circumstances.  The IIA and HRA are 
published on the GLA website and any comments on them should be submitted by 2 March 
2018. 
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Complying with EU Air Quality Directive 
Question No: 2018/0106 
Caroline Russell  
Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe includes an exposure 
concentration obligation and exposure reduction target for fine particles (PM2.5). Do you 
expect London to comply fully in 2020 and thereafter with all the particulate matter 
requirements in the Directive? 

The Mayor  

London already meets the legal limit for PM2.5 (an annual average of 25ug/m3). However, I do 
not think this is an ambitious enough standard as PM2.5 contributes to London's poor air 
quality which is causing thousands of early deaths in London every year. To protect the health 
of Londoners, I have adopted a tighter standard in the draft London Environment Strategy 
based on World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines. This sets a target annual average limit 
of 10ug/m3 to be met by 2030. WHO guidelines have been informed by the best available 
health evidence. No part of London currently meets the WHO guidelines and 95 per cent of 
Londoners live in areas exceeding the guidelines by at least 50 per cent. 

In terms of the PM2.5 exposure reduction target, Defra undertakes this assessment for the UK 
as a whole, and its latest report indicates that this is being met.     

London Plan and carbon reduction targets 
Question No: 2018/0107 
Caroline Russell  
Are the energy policies in your draft London Plan sufficient to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in line with the level of decarbonisation required to keep global temperature increase 
below two degrees Celsius, compared with pre-industrial temperatures, as described in the Fifth 
Assessment of the Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC AR5)? 

The Mayor  

My commitment to make London a zero carbon city by 2050 reflects the decarbonisation 
needed to keep global temperature increases below two degrees Celsius. The energy policies in 
my draft London Plan follow through on this commitment, setting a requirement for all new 
major developments to be net zero-carbon. 

However, with 80 percent of today's buildings still likely to be standing by 2050, it is critical 
that these properties are retrofitted with energy efficiency and decarbonisation measures and 
London's transport becomes zero emission to meet my zero carbon ambitions. My environment 
and transport strategies set out how I will use my powers to do this, but it is vital that 
government follows my lead and develops supportive national policy and funding. Indeed, to 
get to zero carbon requires national action, including the decarbonisation of energy grids, to 
deliver a 45 percent of the emissions reduction needed. 
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Clean Air Act 
Question No: 2018/0108 
Caroline Russell  
Do you have the legislative powers to propose the content of a new Clean Air Act for London? 

The Mayor  

I strongly support a new Clean Air Act and believe this is essential if we are to solve the 
problem of London's polluted air once and for all. My draft London Environment Strategy sets 
out the further powers I need and the action I want Government to take, including ensuring 
adequate funding, adopting complementary policy (e.g. on fiscal incentives) and providing 
other support that is needed. 

The current Clean Air Act is anachronistic referring to 'grit' and 'dark smoke' rather than 
reflecting a modern understanding of air pollution. I struggle to understand why the 
Government believes a new Act is not needed. 

A new Clean Air Act should: 

       Confer a legal right to clean air for all the UK's citizens; 

       Ensure that this right is legally enforceable with an appropriate structure to hold the 
Government and others (e.g. car manufacturers) to account after Brexit; 

       Adopt tighter pollution limits based on the best health evidence provided by the World 
Health Organization; and 

       Provide Mayors and local authorities with the extra powers they need to tackle all sources 
of pollution, including over buildings, construction and inland waterways. 

While there are powers for me to submit legislation specifically relating to London, these are 
extremely limited. There is one day a year when such legislation can be submitted, it must have 
the support of the London boroughs and it cannot intrude on the prerogatives of the 
Government. I have been advised by my legal team that a new Clean Air Act would not pass this 
test. 

Page 55



Neighbourhood Plans 
Question No: 2018/0109 
Caroline Russell  
The City of Westminster is proposing to specify which principles and parts of its Revised 
Westminster City Plan should be taken into account in the preparation of Neighbourhood 
Plans.  Will your new London Plan set policies or guidance for London boroughs for the 
preparation of Neighbourhood Plans? If not, why not? 

The Mayor  

There is no need for additional guidance. Neighbourhood Plans form part of the boroughs' 
Development Plans and therefore need to be in general conformity with the London Plan. Like 
Local Plans, Neighbourhood Plans also need to follow the guidance set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework. I have no statutory role in setting guidance for the process of 
preparing Neighbourhood or Local Plans. 

Supporting children's learning and development in the London Plan 
Question No: 2018/0110 
Caroline Russell  
Will you amend the 'Green Infrastructure and Natural Environment' section of your draft 
London Plan to support children's learning and development alongside its current vision for 
these assets to support "health and well-being"? 

The Mayor  

Thank you for your suggested amendment to the new draft London Plan. The draft London 
plan is open for consultation until 5pm on Friday 2 March 2018. After the consultation an 
inspector reviews all the comment and holds an Examination in public. 

Brixton Low Emission Bus Zone 
Question No: 2018/0111 
Caroline Russell  
When you introduced your Low Emission Bus Zone in Putney High Street in March 2017, you 
re-deployed a number of non-compliant buses operating on this route to other parts of 
London. Has the same happened for non-compliant buses in the Brixton Low Emission Bus 
Zone? If so, could you specify the number of buses, their euro standards and the routes they 
have been deployed to in London? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Page 56



Free water drinking fountains 
Question No: 2018/0112 
Caroline Russell  
I welcome your draft London Plan policy supporting a new network of free drinking water 
fountains. Will you commit to provide drinking water fountains at all major transport hubs, in or 
outside all London underground stations and at any other locations where you have direct 
influence? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

High Speed 2 and tree removals 
Question No: 2018/0113 
Caroline Russell  
I understand that thousands of trees will be removed to make way for High Speed 2 (HS2) 
during preparatory work and for the temporary construction roads in areas like the mid-Colne 
Valley area of Hillingdon. Have you or Transport for London (TfL) examined the extent of 
current and planned tree removals, or carried out any impact assessments looking into the 
implications for flood risk, pollution, biodiversity, and tree canopy cover? If not, why not? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Energy for Londoners - Prior Information Notice (1) 
Question No: 2018/0114 
Caroline Russell  
How many companies responded to your Prior Information Notice issued in November 2017 for 
Energy for Londoners? 

The Mayor  

The Energy for Londoners Prior Information Notice received expressions of interest on TfL's e-
tendering portal from 48 companies in total. 
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Energy for Londoners - Prior Information Notice (2) 
Question No: 2018/0115 
Caroline Russell  
Your Prior Information Notice issued in November 2017 for Energy for Londoners said that the 
GLA expects to commence the formal procurement process in mid-January 2018. Is this on 
track? 

The Mayor  

As I have said previously (MQ 2017/3600) I want to bring the benefits of fairer energy bills to 
Londoners as soon as possible. I intend to commence the formal procurement in the coming 
weeks. Given the complexity of delivering a new energy supply company for Londoners, I am 
prioritising getting the tender right 

Energy for Londoners - Prior Information Notice (3) 
Question No: 2018/0116 
Caroline Russell  
The Energy for Londoners Prior Information Notice states that the supplier must be able to 
provide "Full access to all Energy for Londoners customer consumption data, for the GLA, 
London Boroughs, contractors and research partners, so that trends can be mapped and 
potential energy efficiency and other interventions can be assessed, designed and offered." Is 
such a data access arrangement allowed under consumer energy supply contracts with an 
energy supplier? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Energy for Londoners - Prior Information Notice (4) 
Question No: 2018/0117 
Caroline Russell  
The Energy for Londoners Prior Information Notice states that the "proposed contract duration 
is 5 years in the first instance." Does that mean that any move to a full energy supply option 
cannot take place before 2023 at the earliest? 

The Mayor  

We are currently developing the procurement documents which will set out our intentions on 
contract duration.  Our intention is to offer full supply of electricity and gas across London 
from the start of the contract arrangement between GLA and our chosen supplier.  We are 
designing the arrangement to allow for the possibility of moving to a GLA-owned fully licensed 
supplier. 
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Housing Zones information 
Question No: 2018/0118 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your responses to my questions 2017/2802, 2017/3009, and 2016/1949. The 
updated Housing Zones webpages still do not include the number of homes expected to be 
built and demolished for each Housing Zone. Could you add this information for each Housing 
Zone so Londoners are able to see the net increase of homes planned for their areas? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The web-page for Housing Zones outlines key information including the area of the zone, the 
total investment value, expected delivery of homes by tenure, estimated construction jobs to 
be created and number of estate regeneration schemes in each zone. I don't believe it would be 
useful to add further information at this stage. 

Tenure-blind design on new developments 
Question No: 2018/0119 
Sian Berry  
I was pleased to read in your draft Housing Strategy your views on avoiding 'poor doors' and 
requiring tenure-blind design standards for housing in new developments. However, I have 
seen a disturbing example of a planned development with separate rooftop play areas for 
children in the market rate and affordable homes, so I would like to see your policies to avoid 
segregation extended to play areas for children and other facilities for residents. How will your 
final Housing Strategy address this? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

As my draft Housing Strategy makes clear, policies to implement tenure-blind developments 
are included in my draft London Plan. My draft London Plan specifies that formal play 
provision in new developments should be well-designed, accessible and inclusive. I will also 
issue further planning guidance on issues relating to implementation of my play provision 
standards in due course.     
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Gypsy and Traveller policies in the Housing Strategy 
Question No: 2018/0120 
Sian Berry  
In response to your draft Housing Strategy, the London Gypsies and Travellers group has asked 
that you address their needs in a more integrated way throughout the policies. Will you update 
the final Housing Strategy with this in mind? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

I have set out proposals in my draft Housing Strategy to support the 
Gypsy and Traveller community's housing needs. I will bear in mind the 
points in the consultation response from the London Gypsies and 
Travellers groups as I produce the final strategy. 

Decent Homes in London (1) 
Question No: 2018/0121 
Sian Berry  
How many a) local authority social rent, b) housing association social rent, c) privately rented 
homes, and d) owner-occupied properties in London currently fall below the Decent Homes 
Standard? Could you also provide the same data for each borough in London? 

The Mayor  

As outlined in Housing in London 2017's analysis of English Housing Survey data, 18% of local 
authority rented homes, 11% of housing association rented homes, 24% of private rented 
homes and 13% of owner-occupied homes in London are estimated to fall below the Decent 
Homes Standard. 

This is equivalent to 70,000 local authority rented homes, 40,000 housing association rented 
homes, 230,000 private rented homes and 210,000 owner-occupied homes in London. 

This data is not available at borough-level. 
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Decent Homes in London (2) 
Question No: 2018/0122 
Sian Berry  
How will your Housing Strategy help to reduce the number of homes in London that fall below 
the Decent Homes Standard, across all tenures? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

Chapter five of my draft London Housing Strategy sets out proposals for incentives for private 
landlords and homeowners to improve the environmental performance of homes. Chapter six 
sets out proposals to raise standards of management and housing quality in the private rented 
sector, where the highest proportion of non-decent homes are to be found. I also call for the 
relaxation of Housing Revenue Account borrowing caps, which would facilitate greater 
investment by local authorities in their own housing stock. 

Use of the term 'living rent' 

Unequal access to housing experienced by women 
Question No: 2018/0123 
Sian Berry  
I am disappointed that your draft Housing Strategy does not mention the inequalities 
experienced by women in London and how this can affect their ability to access decent 
housing. In answer to my question 2016/1585 in May 2016 you agreed to meet me to discuss 
how these experiences could be taken into consideration when developing the definition of the 
London Living Rent. It is now January 2018 and you have not met me to discuss this further. 
What is your explanation for not giving attention to this important issue? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 24/01/2018 

My draft Housing Strategy is accompanied by an Impact Assessment, available at 
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017_draft_strategies_housing_impact_asses
sment_02ks_0.pdf 

The assessment recognises clearly that women – and some groups of women in particular – are 
disproportionately likely to experience difficulties accessing and sustaining housing that they 
can afford. It also highlights how women therefore stand to benefit from my commitment to 
increase the supply of affordable homes.  

My Deputy Mayor for Housing would be happy to meet with you to discuss this issue further. 
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Social and environmental impacts of demolition 
Question No: 2018/0124 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your response to my question 2017/3970. I did not see any mention of the 
social or environmental impacts of demolition in your draft London Plan or draft Housing 
Strategy. 

When will you publish research that considers the social and environmental impacts of 
demolition of existing homes as part of development? 

The Mayor  

Issues relating to the environmental impact of housing demolition and 
construction are addressed in Chapter 9 of my draft new London Plan, 
particularly policies SI1 and SI2. In addition, my draft London 
Environment Strategy sets out details of my proposals to address the 
environmental impacts of demolition and construction. My forthcoming 
Good Practice Guide to Estate Regeneration will also state that 
boroughs and housing associations should assess the social and 
environmental costs and benefits of estate regeneration. 

Existing planning guidance has created a "Non-Road Mobile Machinery 
Low Emission Zone" to reduce the impact of construction plant on local 
air quality. The new London Plan will bring this into the core air quality 
proposals and we will be reviewing the supporting guidance to ensure 
that the standards remain fit for purpose into the 2020s. 
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Use of the term 'Living Rent' 
Question No: 2018/0125 
Sian Berry  
The London Living Rent is an important new definition, setting out a true estimate of what 
affordable rent means for the average Londoner in each local area. Camden Council has 
recently started to market its intermediate rented homes at what it is calling 'Camden Living 
Rent'. However, the rent levels charged do not match the London Living Rent level in each 
area, and for family-size homes the rent is up to £550 more per month than the benchmark 
level set by your office for each ward. Given your strong views that your predecessor let the 
concept of 'affordable rent' become meaningless, what is your view of councils and other 
providers using the term 'Living Rent' to describe products that do not fit your policies? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

Although 'Living Rent' is not a statutory definition I would want to see all homes for 
intermediate rent, including those referred to using this term, being offered at rates that are 
genuinely affordable. 

Use of the term 'living rent' 

Measuring overcrowding in London 
Question No: 2018/0126 
Sian Berry  
According to your draft Housing Strategy, 250,000 London households are overcrowded. The 
English Housing Survey measures overcrowding, but does not record information at a borough 
or ward level. Will you seek to measure overcrowding at a borough and/or ward level to help 
understand and reduce overcrowding in London? 

The Mayor  

The only available data at a sub-regional level on overcrowding is contained within the Census 
2011. It is therefore not possible to monitor overcrowding at a borough-level and/or ward level 
other than every ten years. 
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Reducing overcrowding in London 
Question No: 2018/0127 
Sian Berry  
According to your draft Housing Strategy, the GLA's Housing Moves scheme has moved over 
1,000 social housing tenants to different homes across London since 2012. How effective is 
this scheme in reducing overcrowding in London? 

The Mayor  

Around a quarter of lets since 2012 have been to overcrowded households. However, 
overcrowded households have only been awarded specific priority through the scheme since 1 
April 2015 - a change introduced as a result of pressure from boroughs and landlords. Since 
then, virtually all lets of family-sized homes, and 55 per cent of lets overall, have been to 
overcrowded households. 

Affordable housing in Housing Zones 
Question No: 2018/0128 
Sian Berry  
Are you aiming to achieve a target of 50 per cent affordable housing within your Housing 
Zones? If not, what percentage of affordable homes, at each affordable tenure, across all 
Housing Zones are you planning to achieve? 

The Mayor  

As set out in my draft London Housing Strategy I am aiming for each zone to deliver at least 35 
per cent affordable housing. 
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Programmes to support people in custody (3) 
Question No: 2018/0129 
Sian Berry  
What are the names of all the programmes or organisations, delivered or financially supported 
by MOPAC or the Metropolitan Police Service, that help people in custody get into 
employment, education, and training? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

MOPAC funded programmes include: 

        London Gang Exit (LGE) helping young Londoners to exit the 
gang; both those who are involved in youth violence and those who are 
exploited by them. LGE offers a holistic service to young people which 
includes support into employment, education or training and referrals 
are available to people in custody.  

        The Female Offender Service provides education, training, and 
employment support to women in custody. 

        The Persistent Offender Programme in North East London which, 
as part of a 'through the gate' service, offers training and employment 
options to suitable individuals upon leaving custody. 

The London Crime Prevention Fund also provides some funding to boroughs that is used for 
these purposes. 

The MPS facilitates locally delivered pilot programmes such as DIVERT or the Princes Trust, but 
does not deliver or financially support these itself. 
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Programmes to support people in custody (4) 
Question No: 2018/0130 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your response to my question 2017/4357. What resources from MOPAC or the 
Metropolitan Police Service are currently used for the DIVERT programme? Do you have plans 
to increase the resources given to this programme? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The DIVERT project is facilitated by the MPS but delivered by the Milestone Foundation who 
secure their funding through Corporate Social Responsibility and City-based schemes which 
support surrounding boroughs. There are no resources from MOPAC used on the project. 

Currently there is a bid by 3 organisations to deliver the service on a larger scale, which will 
then enable DIVERT to be rolled out across the force area. The aim is to have DIVERT available 
in every suite across the MPS. However, this will only be achieved with sufficient funding from 
partner organisations as the MPS cannot rely solely on the goodwill of volunteers. 

Programmes to support people in custody (5) 
Question No: 2018/0131 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your response to my question 2017/4357. How many of the 77 people 
supported by the DIVERT programme have been young people? Please provide an age 
breakdown using the age categories that you record. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

DIVERT is only currently aimed at 18-25 year olds. This age range was selected to fill a gap in 
statutory provision. The hope is that in future the project may be extended to younger age 
groups. 
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Youth custody data in London (2) 
Question No: 2018/0132 
Sian Berry  
How many of the young people sentenced to custody in 2016-17 were from London, and how 
many of these young people were held in the secure estate outside London? Could you also 
provide a breakdown by gender for this data? 

The Mayor  

Data for young people sentenced to custody are held by the Ministry of Justice and Youth 
Justice Board for England and Wales. Data for 2016/17 have not been published yet. 

The most recent data show that in 2015/16,  1,700 under 18's nationally were sentenced to 
immediate custody. The regional data show that there were 509 custody sentences in London 
in 2015/16. Please be aware that these data provide a count of all sentences given and are not 
a count of unique young people. 

The MoJ also publishes monthly custody data. The most recent youth custody data are from 
October 2017 and were published in December 2017. This shows that there were 290 under 18 
year olds in custody who originated from London Youth Offending Teams and 138 under 18 
year olds were held in London. Therefore around 53% of under 18s from London were held 
outside of London. 

These regional data are not broken down into gender, but nationwide there were 33 females in 
youth custody and 887 males, as of October 2017. 

Knife crime prevention campaign (3) 
Question No: 2018/0133 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your response to my question 2017/4354. Could you now share details of the 
communications brief for the knife crime prevention campaign? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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MOPAC spending on youth crime prevention 
Question No: 2018/0134 
Sian Berry  
How much funding has MOPAC given to community projects and organisations that work on 
youth crime prevention? Please provide the total amount spent on each initiative in the years 
2016-17 and 2017-18, and any forecast spending for 2018-19. 

The Mayor  

The below table sets out spend across 2016/17, 2017/18 and the forecast 
spend for 2018/19. 

For the London Crime Prevention Fund, this funding is allocated to each London borough to 
spend on local projects. The funding in the table reflects the spend on youth crime prevention. 

Council youth service funding 
Question No: 2018/0135 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your response to my question 2016/1600. Since being elected as Mayor, what 
action have you taken to encourage local councils to protect and restore funding for youth 
services? 

The Mayor  

I am working with London Councils on all aspects of funding for London boroughs as well as 
lobbying government on the cumulative impact of funding cuts to local authorities which 
impact on the most vulnerable including young people. In autumn 2017 a roundtable was held 
with London funders to explore further ways that I can work with partners to support youth 
provision. My officers are in regular contact with organisations in the youth sector. 

Lobbying for more youth services 
Question No: 2018/0136 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for joining me in calling on the Government to reverse cuts to youth services. In 
September 2017, the Government announced it would allocate £40 million of funding to youth 
services, but only £7 million went to youth services in London and these were all based in east 
London. Will you continue to lobby Government for more funding for youth services to help fill 
the large and growing gaps in other parts of London too? 

The Mayor  

Yes, I will continue to lobby government about funding for services which support children and 
young people. I have acknowledged the cumulative impact of funding cuts in my most recent 
statements following the knife crime attacks on New Year's Eve when I called upon the 
Government to reverse cuts to youth services, community groups, education, probation and the 
police since 2010.  
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Close pass offences (3) 
Question No: 2018/0137 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your responses to my questions 2016/4614 and 2016/4613. Following the 
expansion of the close pass initiative from the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), could you 
tell me how many drivers in London have been a) processed for driving without due care, b) 
pulled over and spoken to, c) processed for red light/mobile phone related offences, d) 
reported for failing to stop, e) spoken to about general driving standards (including cyclists), 
and f) any other notable actions/offences? Please provide a breakdown for each month in 
2017 and for each borough taking part in this initiative. 

The Mayor  

The Met's 'Space for Cyclist's' initiative is carried out for the RTPC's Cycle Safety Team. It is a 
tactic they can utilise as an alternative to, and occasionally alongside, more traditional policing 
activity. The initiative is currently still in its 'educational phase' meaning enforcement activity 
has been light with officers engaging with road users as a preferred option but enforcing 
offences where necessary. 

 A B C D E F 

JULY  12   11 2 

AUGUST Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

SEPTEMBER  20 1  12 16 

OCTOBER  8   3 8 

NOVEMBER Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

DECEMBER  9   4  

TOTAL  49 1  30 26 

 A B C D E F 

SOUTHWARK  20 1  12 16 

RICHMOND  2   2  

EALING  9   4  

HACKNEY  1    1 

BROMLEY  4   4  

GREENWICH  1   1 1 

BEXLEY  4   4  

WANDSWORTH  8   3 8 

TOTAL  49 1  30 26 
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Public scrutiny of the police and MOPAC 
Question No: 2018/0138 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your response to my question 2016/4619. The Policing Matters and Justice 
Matters public scrutiny meetings are happening less often now than under the previous Mayor. 
How can the public have confidence that MOPAC are holding the Metropolitan Police Service 
(MPS) and other agencies to account when there are fewer public scrutiny meetings? 

The Mayor  

The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor continue to robustly hold the MPS to account, in 
private and in public.  
Since the transition of Mayoralties, MOPAC has focused significant efforts on 
strengthening our oversight of the Met, as set out in our Annual Governance 
Statement. We continue to work on the implementation of this stronger Governance 
Framework, and in providing greater transparency on the work of MOPAC and the 
MPS, notably with the publication of new quarterly performance reports and with 
continued improvement to our online dashboards. 

Water cannon sale proceeds and youth services 
Question No: 2018/0139 
Sian Berry  
Thank you for your answer to my question 2016/2433. When will the proceeds of the sale of 
the water cannon be directed to youth services? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Dealing with 'low-level' crimes 
Question No: 2018/0140 
Sian Berry  
I understand that you have had discussions with the Justice Secretary about possibly extending 
a pilot scheme that would allow those accused of 'low-level' crimes to receive treatment rather 
than going to court. Have you now confirmed the extension of this pilot? How successful has 
the pilot been so far? 

The Mayor  

There has been some initial discussion between officials at MOPAC and 
MoJ on trialling a deferred prosecution pilot in London. I am keen to 
consider such a trial, but before making any final decision will need to 
be reassured of both the evidence and the benefits of such an approach. 

The existing pilot is known as 'Operation Turning point' was hosted by West Midlands Police 
and the results are currently being evaluated by the University of Cambridge. An interim report 
can be found at 
http://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/events/conferences/ebp/2013/slides/Operation_turningpoint_e
bp2013.pdf, which shows promising results. This study has now finished and we understand the 
full evaluation report will be published shortly. 

Crime in Burgess Park (1) 
Question No: 2018/0141 
Sian Berry  
A constituent informed me that they were violently attacked in Burgess Park, in Southwark, 
and believes that poor lighting in some areas of the park could be enabling certain people to 
carry out these crimes. What is the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) view on this and what 
action is being taken to work with the London Borough of Southwark to make any necessary 
improvements? 

The Mayor  

The MPS is aware there is a lack of lighting in parts of Burgess Park, and that by addressing 
this may help with deterring future crime. The MPS has raised this issue with LB Southwark and 
the Parks Manager and additional lighting has been requested by the police. The park is 
currently undergoing renovation work and the Parks Manager is seeking funding to improve 
lighting. 

Crime in Burgess Park (2) 
Question No: 2018/0142 
Sian Berry  
How many instances of violent crime occurred in Burgess Park in each month of 2017? What 
measures and tactics are being used by the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) to help reduce 
crime in the park? 
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The Mayor  

The table below shows violent crime figures broken down by month/crime type for Burgess 
Park in 2017 drawn from CRIS (the MPS crime recording system): 

 Common assault ABH GBH Sexual offences Robbery 

Jan 1 1 1 1 1 

Feb 0 0 0 0 0 

Mar 0 0 1 0 0 

Apr 0 1 0 1 0 

May 2 0 0 0 4 

Jun 1 1 1 1 0 

Jul 0 0 0 0 0 

Aug 0 0 0 0 1 

Sep 0 0 0 0 2 

Oct 0 0 0 0 5 

Nov 1 0 0 1 4 

Dec 0 0 0 0 2 

The MPS is undertaking the following actions to reduce crime in Burgess Park: 

-         Reviewing police indices to identify offending patterns and adjust Dedicated Ward 
officer shifts to address these. Seasonal crime trends are also factored into patrol planning. 

-         Undertaking high visibility patrols in the park at peak times. 

-         Providing crime prevention advice to local residents, schools and businesses at 
community meetings. 

-         Running an intelligence sharing partnership with partner agencies and targeting 
prolific/known offenders with partnership agencies 

-         Provide policing resources to events in the park where increased crime or disorder is 
expected. 
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Civic crowdfunding programme 
Question No: 2018/0143 
Sian Berry  
Could you provide an update on the procurement of a crowdfunding platform provider for your 
civic crowdfunding programme? 

The Mayor  

Officers in the Regeneration Team are currently drafting a tender specification, subject to 
internal consultation and necessary approvals. A procurement process will begin in spring 2018 
with a view to ensuring new platform partner arrangements are in place by summer 2018. 

Capital receipts - Transport for London 
Question No: 2018/0144 
Sian Berry  
Your consultation budget shows expected capital receipts for Transport for London of £88.8 
million during 2017-18 and £874.6 million for 2018-19. Could you itemise which assets are 
being sold to generate these receipts for each year, and include the amount received or 
expected for each asset, wherever this is not commercially confidential? 

The Mayor  

The £874.6 million capital receipts in 2018/2019 in the Transport for London (TfL) Business 
Plan consists of the proposed rolling stock leasing transaction and commercial deals including 
new leases, property sales, joint venture agreements and development agreements. 

The breakdown of amount expected for both the rolling stock leasing transaction and the 
specific commercial deals are not disclosed because doing so could be detrimental to TfL's 
ability to secure the best deals for fare and tax payers. 

Our property receipts will be generated from 12 sites across London, some of which we are 
entering into a joint venture on and others we have agreed to the sale of either property, land 
or leasehold interests. We will continue to review these sites on an individual basis depending 
on market conditions to ensure we meet both financial and housing, including affordable 
housing, targets. 
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Capital receipts - MOPAC/Metropolitan Police Service 
Question No: 2018/0145 
Sian Berry  
Your consultation budget shows expected capital receipts for MOPAC/Metropolitan Police 
Service (MPS) of £178.9 million during 2017-18 and £374.7 million for 2018-19. Could you 
itemise which assets are being sold to generate these receipts for each year, and include the 
amount received or expected for each asset, wherever this is not commercially confidential? 

The Mayor  

The capital receipts figures shown in the consultation budget are the planned use of capital 
receipts in each year, and are a combination of receipts from previously sold assets (details at 
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-
mopac/governance-and-decision-making/finance-and-audit ), and receipts to be generated. 
They are not necessarily the receipts expected to be generated from sales solely in those years. 

Capital receipts - LFEPA/London Fire Brigade (LFB) 
Question No: 2018/0146 
Sian Berry  
Your consultation budget shows expected capital receipts for LFEPA/LFB of £17.6 million 
during 2017-18 and £40.2 million for 2018-19. Could you itemise which assets are being sold 
to generate these receipts for each year, and include the amount received or expected for each 
asset, wherever this is not commercially confidential? 

The Mayor  

The table below shows the assets being sold to generate the capital receipts in the capital 
programme for 2017/18 and 2018/19. 

Assets 
2017/18 

£m 

2018/19 

£m 

Former Clerkenwell Fire Station  10.0 

Former Southwark Fire Station and Training Centre  26.7 

Capital receipts from previous years 17.6 3.5 

Capital Receipts 17.6 40.2 

The capital receipts in 2017/18 are from assets sold in previous years where the amounts have 
been received and held to fund the capital programme but have not yet been used. Those in 
2018/19 include the remaining balance on receipts from previous years and the estimated 
receipts from the disposal of sites at Clerkenwell and Southwark, the latter forecast to be 
received as two equal payments in 2018/19 and 2019/20. 
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Drug Consumption Rooms (1) 
Question No: 2018/0147 
Andrew Boff  
What are the impediments to establishing Drug Consumption Rooms as outlined in the 
Volteface report "Back Yard"? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

We have no plans to introduce drug consumption rooms. 

Drug Consumption Rooms (2) 
Question No: 2018/0148 
Andrew Boff  
With your remit to address public health inequalities, will you consider following the lead of 
Glasgow and investigate establishing "Drug Consumption Rooms"? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

We have no plans to introduce drug consumption rooms. 

New Year's Eve fireworks 
Question No: 2018/0149 
Andrew Boff  
How much did the London New Year's Eve fireworks cost and what was the revenue generated 
from ticket sales? 

The Mayor  

The total cost of the 2017 London New Year's Eve Fireworks was in the region of £3,150,000. 
This included all production, creative, crowd management, ticketing and marketing costs. 

The total net ticketing revenue to GLA from ticket sales, taking into account VAT is 
approximately £858,333 
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High-density housing research (1) 
Question No: 2018/0150 
Andrew Boff  
How will the report on Residents' experience of high-density London housing (ADD2178) 
analyse health outcomes from differing typologies? 

The Mayor  

The research will include detailed qualitative interviews with residents 
about their experiences of living in high-density developments. If health 
impacts are highlighted by residents then the research report will reflect 
that. 

High-density housing research (2) 
Question No: 2018/0151 
Andrew Boff  
How will the report on Residents' experience of high-density London housing (ADD2178) 
analyse the long term financial sustainability of high-rise developments? 

The Mayor  

This research will not include an analysis of the long term finances of 
high-rise developments. 

High-density housing research (3) 
Question No: 2018/0152 
Andrew Boff  
How will the report on Residents' experience of high-density London housing (ADD2178) 
analyse social outcomes from differing typologies? 

The Mayor  

The research will include both quantitative survey analysis and detailed 
qualitative interviews with residents about their experiences of living in 
high-density developments, touching on a wide range of outcomes 
including engagement with neighbours and ties to the wider community. 

Page 76



High-density housing research (4) 
Question No: 2018/0153 
Andrew Boff  
Will the report be able to recommend changes to the draft London Plan and Housing Strategy 
if necessary? 

The Mayor  

Yes 

Walthamstow Bus Routes 
Question No: 2018/0155 
Andrew Boff  
What contribution have mini-Hollands made to the reduction in service of the 230, 48, W11 
and W12 routes to 1990 levels?. 

The Mayor  

Demand on routes 230 and W11 has declined by seven per cent and six per cent respectively 
over the past five years. This has been affected by various factors, including highway works (for 
various schemes, including some relating to the Mini-Hollands), as well as a general increase in 
congestion. These have led to a reduction in bus speeds and longer journey times. The 
resulting falls in demand led Transport for London to adjust the schedule in November 2017 to 
improve reliability. 

There is no link between the reduction in frequency on routes 48 and W12 and the Mini-
Holland schemes. The busiest point on route 48 is Shoreditch High Street. The route has seen a 
significant reduction in usage of around 20 per cent on weekdays over five years, most of 
which has occurred within the last two years. This led to the frequency being reduced from 7.5 
to six buses every hour in June 2017. 

See my answer to Mayor's Question 2018/0025 for further information relating to route W12 

Recent Capita Contract (1) 
Question No: 2018/0160 
Keith Prince  
Do you accept that there are significant question marks over Capita's past performance on TfL 
contracts? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Recent Capita Contract (2) 
Question No: 2018/0161 
Keith Prince  
What tendering process was followed ahead of awarding Capita an £80 million contract for the 
provision and ongoing management of its Access and Wide Area Network services across all TfL 
sites? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Recent Capita Contract (3 
Question No: 2018/0162 
Keith Prince  
How did Capita distinguish itself as the best candidate? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Licensing (1) 
Question No: 2018/0163 
Keith Prince  
Given that booking inconsistencies are one reason for TFLs decision to refuse Uber London's 
PH operators renewal application, will the Mayor require all applicants to demonstrate the 
ability to operate in line with 1998 Private Hire Vehicles(PHV) Act legislation prior to licensing? 

The Mayor  

Please see my response to Mayor's Question 2018/0087. 
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Licensing (2) 
Question No: 2018/0164 
Keith Prince  
Some Taxi booking platforms have refused to give driver guidance on legislation. Will the 
Mayor confirm licensed Taxi drivers making themselves available and accepting customer 
requests on mobile applications are plying for hire? 

The Mayor  

There is currently no statutory definition of plying for hire or pre-booked services, which makes 
plying for hire difficult to determine. Accepting a job via a mobile application does not in itself 
demonstrate whether a driver is plying for hire or pre-booked.  I invite individual drivers to 
contact Transport for London if they need guidance in this area.  

As I mentioned in my Taxi and Private Hire Action Plan, I firmly believe that a statutory 
definition is needed to remove ambiguity. This will also help provide clarity for taxi drivers and 
taxi companies. 

We continue to ask Government for a statutory definition of plying for hire and pre-booked 
services. 

Licensing (3) 
Question No: 2018/0165 
Keith Prince  
In 2014 TFL referred Uber London Limited to HMRC, stating they found things to be in order. 
Given the reasons for Uber's recent licence application refusal, will the Mayor refer the matter 
back to HMRC? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Taxis in the CCZ 
Question No: 2018/0166 
Keith Prince  
There was a daily average 8.2% drop in licensed Taxis entering the congestion charge zone in 
2017 compared to corresponding periods in 2016. Why does the Mayor think this is? 

The Mayor  

There was an overall reduction in traffic volumes in the congestion zone between 2016 and 
2017, with a corresponding reduction in the number of taxis using the zone in the same period. 

While this may be caused by congestion in part caused by street improvement works, this 
pattern of declining vehicle use is also reflected in many other European and American cities. 
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Near Miss Data 
Question No: 2018/0167 
Keith Prince  
In his response to Question 2017/4242 "Learning from Near Miss Bus Safety Incidents" the 
Mayor of London states: "Yes, bus drivers are encouraged to report all incidents on the bus 
network regardless of whether they were near misses, minor or more serious collisions. These 
events are collated with other incidents and categorised to help inform Transport for London's 
bus safety work." 

Kindly provide me with TfL's collated Near Miss Data for the period 1 January - 30 November 
2017. If possible, for each incident, please identify the date, Bus Operator, Bus Route, 
Borough, Bus Garage and mode of transport involved 

The Mayor  

Please see Appendix 0167 - there are 774 near misses in the period, listed by date, operator, 
route, borough, garage and the type of close call. This is the closest data Transport for London 
(TfL) holds to 'mode of transport involved' 

Safety Management Systems of Bus Operators 
Question No: 2018/0168 
Keith Prince  
In his response to Question 2017/4245 "Near-miss Collision Reporting" the Mayor of London 
states: "TfL regularly audits the safety management systems of bus operators to ensure they 
have processes in place to fulfil its expectations including the reporting of safety incidents." 

For 2016 and 2017, please provide me with copies of all the "regular" audits TfL has conducted 
of the safety management systems of bus operators with a particular emphasis on any material 
relating to near miss collision reporting. 

The Mayor  

It is not possible to publish Transport for London's contract performance audits as they contain 
some non-safety related information which is confidential and commercially sensitive. 
Publishing these would give competitors an insight into how to bid tactically in the competitive 
route tendering process. 

See my answer to Mayor's Question 2018/0167 for data on near misses.  
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Indicative Sanctions Guidance 
Question No: 2018/0169 
Keith Prince  
In 2016, MOPAC responded to a public consultation by the College of Policing on Indicative 
Sanctions Guidance. Who was the most senior person in MOPAC to authorise/sign off this 
response? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Greenwich Power Station 
Question No: 2018/0170 
Shaun Bailey  
Can you update us on the progress of the renovation and upgrade of the Greenwich Power 
Station? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) is currently reviewing a number of options to maximise the benefits 
of the redevelopment programme. These include alternative engine technologies or linking to 
wider benefits in Greenwich such as a heat network. I have asked TfL to keep you updated as 
the review progresses. 

166 Bus Route 
Question No: 2018/0172 
Steve O'Connell  
Many of my constituents rely upon the 166 bus route to travel to Epsom Hospital. On 1st 
December TfL informed me that the Banstead to Epsom Hospital section of the 166 will be 
withdrawn. Although this route crosses the London boundary, given its importance to my 
constituents, will you instruct TfL to scrap the plans to withdraw this section of the route? 

The Mayor  

The current 166 bus route is used by a very low number of passengers travelling between 
London and Epsom Hospital - less than one per cent of the total route usage. Transport for 
London is instead proposing to route 470 to improve links to the hospital, which would 
maintain a one change link between Banstead and Epsom Hospital. This change can now be 
made for free if conducted within one hour, thanks to my introduction of the Hopper fare. 
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Sexual Exploitation 
Question No: 2018/0173 
Steve O'Connell  
This November Inspectors found that in 93% of sampled cases of CSE, missing children, 
domestic abuse cases and other forms of abuse, police performance was "inadequate or 
required improvement". How are you responding to this emergency? 

The Mayor  

It's clearly not good enough. This is part of the reason that we are continuing with our 
oversight and continuing to ask the hard questions. The Met have put the structures in place 
and now they need to demonstrate that this can affect genuine change on the frontline. We 
will continue to hold the Met to account until we see these improved outcomes for children. 

"Coercive or controlling behaviour" abuse charges 
Question No: 2018/0174 
Steve O'Connell  
As of six months ago, the Met has only charged 36 cases under the "coercive or controlling 
behaviour" abuse legislation introduced two years ago. Do you consider this to be an 
appropriate level of enforcement? 

The Mayor  

Data searches can be complicated for this offence when there is an additional charge at the 
same time, for example, Actual Bodily Harm. Where this occurs, the substantive report will be 
one of ABH and this will be what appears on the crime recording system (the charge for 
coercive or controlling behaviour will still be present but would not be the first charge). 

With the introduction of the new legislation it was recognised that the charge rate would start 
relatively low, as evidence pre-dating the legislation would not be admissible. 

Recording levels, arrests and charges continue in an upward trend and a recent national press 
enquiry revealed the MPS have recorded more of this offence type than any other force area in 
the UK. The MPS recognises that they need to continue to raise awareness of this offence type 
and bring more offenders to justice, and I along with MOPAC will continue to work with them 
on this.  
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Croydon Cat Killer 
Question No: 2018/0175 
Steve O'Connell  
In 2015 responding to a question regarding the Croydon Cat Killer, the then Mayor said "We 
must do all what we can to ensure that the perpetrator is brought to justice quickly."  Please 
detail what has been done up until now by the Metropolitan Police and what resources have 
been allocated to the investigation, including the number of officers involved?  

The Mayor  

Operation Takahe commenced in November 2015, investigating the series of cat mutilation 
offences. The MPS Operation is multi-agency, with the RSPCA, NCA, Veterinary Pathologists, 
other county forces and includes SNARL (South Norwood Animal Rescue). The number of 
offences under investigation is currently over 300 and the MPS remains committed to solving 
this series of crimes.  

All reports are investigated, including CCTV, Forensic opportunities, time-lines and any 
witnesses. These elements are used to allow geographical and Psychological profiling. Partner 
agencies including Croydon Council and SLAM have been approached for assistance. 

Some of the investigative tools utilised are ANPR, Telecoms and TFL Oyster card checks. This 
has assisted the met in investigating and eliminating a number of persons. 

The investigation has recently been reviewed on behalf of the Detective Chief Inspector Senior 
Investigating Officer. The investigation is managed on a daily basis by a Detective Sergeant, 
but additional resources are used when required to support the investigation.  A team of 
eighteen investigators is available to follow up enquiries when required, as well as an analyst, 
researcher and specialist staff within other MPS units. 
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LIP Funding 
Question No: 2018/0176 
Steve O'Connell  
Will you keep your promise you made last year to protect LIP funding for the full five years of 
the TfL Business Plan? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London's (TfL) business plan contains more borough funding than has ever been 
delivered before - over £200m investment in borough roads every year. This includes restoring 
the Local Transport Fund (£100k per borough), which I know is important to the boroughs. 

TfL has had to make tough choices on borough road asset renewals. This is driven by the lack 
of government funding for roads. The removal of TfL's revenue grant from Government - 
previously worth around £700m a year - leaves London without a funding source to operate, 
maintain and renew its roads. This means that TfL needs to use income from public transport 
fare payers and local business rates to fund the net operating costs of London's roads. 

This lack of dedicated funding for London's roads means that - in the short to medium term - 
TfL is having to reduce its programme of proactive capital renewals on the road network. This 
has an impact on both TfL and borough-owned roads, although TfL will always ensure the 
safety of the network is maintained. 

I am calling on the Government, as part of their Transport Investment Strategy, to end the 
situation where the £500m of Vehicle Exercise Duty that is raised in London is invested 
exclusively in roads outside the capital. It is only fair for this money to be invested into London, 
which would allow TfL and the boroughs to continue modernising London's road network, as 
well as support more walking and cycling journeys in the capital. 
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Forced marriage and honour based violence 
Question No: 2018/0177 
Susan Hall  
Over the last three years, how many incidences of forced marriage, FGM and honour based 
violence were recorded by the MPS in London? What proportion of these individual cases 
resulted in a charge being brought? 

The Mayor  

Notifiable offences flagged as Honour Based Violence and Forced Marriage and the proportion 
of those offences that had an outcome of Charge/Summons recorded in the last 3 Calendar 
years - 2015, 2016 & 2017 

Notifiable Honour Violence Offences: 

Notifiable Honour Violence Offences 2015 2016 2017 Grand Total 

Grand Total 266 232 261 759 

Charged/Summonsed 44 36 35 115 

% Charged 16.5% 15.5% 13.4% 15.2% 

Notifiable Forced Marriage Offences: 

Notifiable Forced Marriage Offences 2015 2016 2017 Grand Total 

Grand Total 71 96 98 265 

Charged/Summonsed 10 7 6 23 

% Charged 14.1% 7.3% 6.1% 8.7% 

     

Victims' safety and wellbeing is paramount when investigating these offences, which are 
particularly challenging and sensitive. The reasons why allegations fail to progress to charge are 
often varied, but often include insufficiency of available evidence and/or the withdrawal of the 
allegation by the complainant. 
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Energy for Londoners 
Question No: 2018/0178 
Tony Devenish  
Following news that Shell are entering the energy supply business there are now 60 market 
players. Will the Mayor finally agree that Energy for Londoners is a white elephant waste of 
taxpayers money? 

The Mayor  

We are currently developing the procurement documents which will set out our intentions on 
contract duration.  Our intention is to offer full supply of electricity and gas across London 
from the start of the contract arrangement between GLA and our chosen supplier.  We are 
designing the arrangement to allow for the possibility of moving to a GLA-owned fully licensed 
supplier. 

Mayor's trip to India and Pakistan 
Question No: 2018/0179 
Tony Devenish  
What was the total cost to the GLA Group for the Mayor's recent trip to India and Pakistan? 

The Mayor  

We are still waiting for some charges and expenses to be submitted to the GLA before we can 
finalise the total costs. Once the GLA has received all outstanding bills and submissions, we will 
be able to provide the full cost of the trip. We would encourage you to refer to the Mayor's 
expenses (https://www.london.gov.uk/people/mayoral/sadiq-khan/expenses) in the coming 
months for further updates on this particular trip. 

Antisocial behaviour by homeless people around Westminster Cathedral 
Question No: 2018/0180 
Tony Devenish  
Can you let me know what is being done, and what more can be done, by the Met to prevent 
antisocial behaviour carried out by homeless people in and around Westminster Cathedral? 

The Mayor  

The Met's local policing team at Westminster is working in partnership with Westminster City 
Council, outreach teams, local charities and businesses to identify individuals concerned and 
the most appropriate course of action to take, not all the ASB in the area is being carried out 
by homeless people. However, where it is, the council will look to provide support through 
services such as the Mayor's No Second Night Out project, as well as through services they 
commission themselves. The most important thing at this stage is to encourage those affected 
to report every incident, so the Met can target resources to affected areas. The Met is 
discussing with Westminster City Council how it can continue to strengthen this approach and 
is scoping the possibility of providing a focused dedicated team of police officers who can work 
as part of a multi-agency team. 
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Skills devolution 
Question No: 2018/0181 
Tony Devenish  
With vocational education budget passing to the Mayor next year, does he have a figure for the 
number of people in FE who should achieve a technician level award in London this year? In 
2016, Alison Wolf pointed out that it was 4,000 people across England - less than one in 
10,000 of the population. 

The Mayor  

The GLA holds data on the number of qualifications achieved, not the number of learners. As 
learners may take more than one qualification, overall learner numbers cannot be inferred from 
this data. For apprenticeships data, the number of learners can be inferred because apprentices 
only take one apprenticeship. 

The latest full academic year for which the GLA has achievement data for is 2015/16. 
'Technician level award' has been read as Level 4 or above. 

In London in 2015/16, 620 of 23,870 apprenticeship achievements were at level 4 or above (3 
per cent). Of non-apprenticeship FE qualifications, in London in 2015/16, 5,260 of 768,080 
achievements were at Level 4 or above (1 per cent). 
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GLA Family SME procurement 
Question No: 2018/0182 
Tony Devenish  
Following Cabinet Office figures that show that the share of Government spending on SME 
procurement went backwards last year,from 27 to 24% year on year, what are the figures for 
SME procurement within the GLA family and what active steps is the Mayor taking to do better 
in commissioning goods and services from SMEs? 

The Mayor  

Percentage of goods and services procured by the GLA Group from Small and Medium Sized 
(SME) businesses 

(Sources: MPS, TfL, LFB, LLDC) 
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MPS 1,206 133 11 1,280 163 12.7 1,304 174 
13.3
3 

TfL 
(includin
g GLA) 

4,605 349 7.6 - - - - - - 

GLA - - - 64 28 44.6 48 18 38.5 

TfL - - - 6,037 613 10.2 5,963 370 6.2 

LFB 108 42 39 86 42.6 49.4 134 15 
11.5
2 

LLDC 123 4 3.1 107.9 7 7 4,071 73 5.5 

OPDC - - - 0.49 0.29 59 3.5 1.7 48 

TfL (including GLA) and OPDC 

SME spend is down by £250m from 2015-16. 80% (£200m) of this drop is due to 
declassification of 24 SME suppliers. 

The GLA Group Responsible Procurement Policy states that we will  "[remove] barriers in our 
procurement approaches and processes that inhibit Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs), 
community sector organisations, diverse enterprises and under-represented groups from easily 
entering our supply chain." The GLA Group is currently establishing a Central Responsible 
Procurement Team to support the Group in implementing the commitments of the Policy. 
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Terrorism insurance 
Question No: 2018/0183 
Tony Devenish  
Does the Mayor have a role in advising public sector organisations on how to mitigate the costs 
associated with terrorism insurance? Recent research by Neil Coyle MP suggested that such 
cover has quadrupled over recent years. 

The Mayor  

You will be aware of the fantastic work of the Met in countering terrorism, in foiling plots and 
bringing these individuals to justice.  Where incidents of this type do occur you will also know 
that the MPS responds quickly and effectively, running towards the danger.  

The Met already provides briefings and works closely with representatives of trade 
organisations and professional bodies across London - sharing the latest security and counter-
terrorism advice with managers, security officers and employees of both public and private 
sector organisations making sure their protective security measures and plans are kept up to 
date. Armed with this information, staff and business owners are better equipped to detect and 
deter terrorism. 

https://www.met.police.uk/advice-and-information/terrorism-in-the-uk/protecting-your-
business-from-terrorism/ 

It is for each organisation to consider its need for terrorism insurance based on its knowledge 
of threat and appetite for risk.  Companies in the higher tiers of crowded places, which comply 
with recommendations from Counter Terrorism Security Advisor (CTSA) surveys and complete a 
Protective Security Improvement Assessment tool, can obtain reductions of, on average, 2.5% 
on their terrorism insurance (Loss Mitigation credit). 

Missed appointments. 
Question No: 2018/0184 
Tony Devenish  
Bearing in mind his responsibilities for health inequalities, when Jane Cummings, the Chief 
Nurse for England, complains about patients missing almost £1 billion worth of appointments 
each year, does the Mayor have any ideas how to cut this wastage?  

The Mayor  

I meet Professor Jane Cummings regularly. On this issue, I understand that Jane was speaking 
in her national role as the NHS's Chief Nurse. She urges patients to cancel their appointments 
in good time if they are unable to attend. That is good advice. 
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Church land for homes (1). 
Question No: 2018/0185 
Tony Devenish  
Following the Archbishop of Canterbury's commitment to release surplus Church of England 
land for housing, will you be discussing this with Church Commissioners regarding building new 
homes on their land in London? If so, when do you plan to do so? 

The Mayor  

In 2007 the GLA, in partnership with the Justice, hosted two roundtable events with 
representatives of London churches including those from the Church of England to promote 
the release of land for affordable housing and examine how the GLA can support development 
on surplus church land. 

We are also working with the Chelmsford Diocese regarding its sites and churches in East 
London and the potential development of these sites with support from the Mayor's Innovation 
Fund for Affordable Housing.         

Church land for homes (2) 
Question No: 2018/0186 
Tony Devenish  
Do you know how much land does the Church of England own in London, how much of this is 
surplus, and how many homes could this deliver? 

The Mayor  

While we do not know how much land the Church of England own in London, we are aware 
that many churches in the capital have surplus land which they are keen to see affordable 
housing developed on. 

The GLA is in regular contact with the charity Housing Justice who have been working with 
churches of all denominations in England and Wales to release surplus land or buildings for 
affordable housing, and who recently undertook a mapping exercise of affordable housing 
development on land owned by churches across London.  
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Notting Hill Police Station 
Question No: 2018/0187 
Tony Devenish  
The Notting Hill Police Station will soon be listed as an Community Asset due to the hard work 
of the Kensington Society. Will the Mayor and MOPAC honour this listing and not sell the 
police station? 
The Mayor  

MOPAC will fully honour its obligations resulting from Notting Hill Police Station being listed as 
an Asset of Community Value.  It currently remains MOPAC's intention to dispose of the 
building as included in the Public Access Strategy November 2017.  The Asset of Community 
Value Scheme is not intended to prevent the sale of such assets but to give interested 
community groups the opportunity to purchase them when they come up for sale.  In advance 
of the disposal of Notting Hill Police Station the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea will 
be notified of the intention to sell and in accordance with the relevant legislation local 
community groups will be given the opportunity to express interest and time to put together a 
bid. 

People leaving London 
Question No: 2018/0188 
Tony Devenish  
Given that 2017 saw the highest number of people leaving London since 2006 - 14% higher 
than ten years ago - what can the Mayor do to avoid a worrying 'flight risk' trend? 

The Mayor  

International net migration to London is positive and I am committed to London remaining in 
the Single Market and open to global skills and talent. I have set out my position in 
Immigration: a future approach. Domestic migration flows both out of London and between 
other regions, fell sharply following the financial crisis and have only recently approached pre-
2008 levels. London is a net exporter of people to other parts of the country. This benefits 
other regions (see GLA Economics Growing Together II) - they leave after gaining valuable 
experience, expertise and skills in the world's leading city for business and innovation. 
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TfL finances 
Question No: 2018/0189 
Tony Devenish  
Following the 4 January Budget & Performance Committee announcement that TfL is selling 
and leasing back the tube stock "family silver", is TfL now saying that it cannot raise sufficient 
monies from the TfL property partnerships? If so, why? 

The Mayor  

The proposed sale and leaseback of some rolling stock is entirely unrelated to property 
development proceeds, which continue to be included in Transport for London's (TfL) Business 
Plan. TfL's property development programme remains on track to deliver significant revenue to 
fund transport in London. 

Rolling stock leasing is common across the industry and delivers good value for money.  TfL has 
successfully used rolling stock leasing a number of times, including for the London Overground 
and the DLR, and for maintenance rolling stock on London Underground. 

City of London Eastern Cluster 
Question No: 2018/0190 
Tony Devenish  
Would the Mayor congratulate the Corporation of London in pushing ahead with public access 
via six new public viewing platforms in its Eastern Cluster? How is the Mayor helping to "nudge 
forward" such best practice elsewhere in London? 

The Mayor  

The provision of free publicly accessible viewing platforms is a key 
consideration in the assessment of tall building proposals, particularly 
more prominent ones such as in the Eastern Cluster.  I strongly support 
the City of London's ongoing commitment to achieving this and helping 
to create a more inclusive city. My new draft London Plan includes a 
policy (D7) to support all boroughs in ensuring that genuinely public 
areas in tall buildings continue to be secured where appropriate.  A 
recent example of this being achieved is 1 Lansdowne Road in 
Croydon.   
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Integrated Gang Unit 
Question No: 2018/0191 
Tony Devenish  
Westminster Council are facing cuts to IGU funding of 60%. Can the Mayor please reconsider 
how this will impact on crime and the safety of our most vulnerable communities. What 
measures are being enacted if these cuts cannot be reversed? 

The Mayor  

Integrated Gangs Units (IGUs) are a useful tool across London to keep young people safe and 
reduce violence by strong partnership working. 

The IGU in Westminster already benefits from funding from the London Crime Prevention 
Fund, which I have committed to maintaining at the same level until 2020-21. 

Westminster has seen a 28% reduction in direct funding on this element, due to bringing up to 
date the method of allocation of funding across London to reflect need and demand. Added to 
this, Westminster Council has reduced its match funding for this element by 60% since 
2017/18. 

The allocation of funding to continue this IGU is a decision for Westminster Council, and we will 
continue to work closely with them to help make best use of available resources and 
partnerships to protect vulnerable children and young people across London. 

New City of London Fraud Court 
Question No: 2018/0192 
Tony Devenish  
The City of London Corporation has announced plans for a new centralised court complex 
focused on fraud and cybercrime. Will this court be processing Metropolitan Police cases in 
addition to City of London cases? How will MOPAC assist this court? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The MPS are not in a position to answer this. A feasibility study is expected to complete in 
early 2018, and MOPAC will liaise with the City of London Corporation around the workings of 
this new judicial entity. 

Housing Zones Information 
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Teacher Recruitment (1) 
Question No: 2018/0193 
Jennette Arnold  
Can you provide figures for the number of additional primary school teachers required in 
London, broken down by borough, to meet the demand in schools? 

The Mayor  

The department for Education does not publish regional detail to provide the answer to your 
question. 

I am working with London Teaching Schools and other stakeholders and together we have 
commissioned NFER to provide research on regional teacher supply, retention and mobility and 
this will be published in spring 2018. 

To help make information about teaching more accessible I have brought together information 
on teacher training in London into one place on the new Teach London webpages 
http://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/teach-london/could-you-
teach-london. 

Teacher Recruitment (2) 
Question No: 2018/0194 
Jennette Arnold  
Can you provide figures for the number of additional secondary school teachers required in 
London, broken down by borough, to meet the demand in schools? 

The Mayor  

Please see my reply to question 2018/0193 

Teacher Recruitment (3) 
Question No: 2018/0195 
Jennette Arnold  
How many more qualified secondary school teachers do London schools need in each subject 
area? 

The Mayor  

Please see my reply to question 2018/0193 

Page 94

http://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/teach-london/could-you-teach-london
http://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/teach-london/could-you-teach-london


Teacher Retention (1) 
Question No: 2018/0196 
Jennette Arnold  
For each of the past five years, how many primary and secondary teachers in London have left 
the profession early (before retirement)? 

The Mayor  

Please see my reply to question 2018/0193 

Teacher Retention (2) 
Question No: 2018/0197 
Jennette Arnold  
What is the current gap between the number of qualified teachers in London's schools and the 
number required? How has this changed in the past five years? 

The Mayor  

Please see my reply to question 2018/0193 

Development around Cross Rail 2 
Question No: 2018/0199 
Leonie Cooper  
The proposed Crossrail 2 project is believed to include development around stations to make 
the project viable. There will be consequential need for increased services in these areas, how 
will this be financed? 

The Mayor  

Crossrail 2 is a transformational scheme that presents significant opportunities to unlock 
200,000 new homes and catalyse regeneration and development across London and the wider 
South East. As part of the scheme's overall funding package, Crossrail 2 has assumed Over Site 
Development above its proposed stations to help pay for the project. Alongside this, Crossrail 2 
would enable additional development, in particular housing, around stations in London that 
would otherwise not occur. This additional housing is necessary to support London's growth. 

Additional development around stations and their impact on services in these areas would be 
planned through boroughs' usual strategic planning frameworks. 
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London Plan Energy Planning monitoring report 
Question No: 2018/0200 
Leonie Cooper  
When will you publish the 2016 London Plan Energy Planning monitoring report? 

The Mayor  

The 2016 Energy Monitoring Report is published and available at: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/energy_monitoring_report_final_v6.pdf 

Energy Leap Pilot Projects 
Question No: 2018/0201 
Leonie Cooper  
Can you list all successful bids to the Energy Leap pilot projects? Why were these particular 
projects chosen? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Plan Carbon Mitigation Strategy 
Question No: 2018/0202 
Leonie Cooper  
London Plan policy SI2 C (2) states that 'off-site' measures could contribute to a 
development's carbon mitigation strategy. What off-site measures can be considered? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Plan Carbon Reduction Proposals 
Question No: 2018/0203 
Leonie Cooper  
Under the London Plan carbon reduction proposals can developments access renewable gas 
through the gas grid to supply boilers or combined heat and power (CHP) plant onsite? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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London Plan Carbon Offset: Funds Reporting 
Question No: 2018/0204 
Leonie Cooper  
Will the new London Plan policy for local planning authorities to report annually on the 
operation of carbon offset funds require an annual report to be submitted for the year 2017? If 
so, what is the deadline for responding? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Plan Carbon Offset: Payments 
Question No: 2018/0205 
Leonie Cooper  
What estimate have you made of how much funding could be raised annually for each year over 
the next five years through London Plan carbon offset payments? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Plan Carbon Offset: Priorities 
Question No: 2018/0206 
Leonie Cooper  
What are the top priorities for spend of Carbon Offset funds within the next 5 years? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Plan Carbon Offset: Price in Applications 
Question No: 2018/0207 
Leonie Cooper  
Can London planning authorities now apply the draft London Plan carbon offset price of 
£95/tonne to new planning applications? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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London Solar Action Plan 
Question No: 2018/0208 
Leonie Cooper  
Why is there no reference to the London Solar Action Plan, or your 2030 1 GW London solar 
target, in the new draft London Plan? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

London Plan Solar Technologies Requirement 
Question No: 2018/0209 
Leonie Cooper  
How will you ensure that the new London Plan requirement "Boroughs should ensure that all 
developments maximise opportunities for on-site electricity and heat production from solar 
technologies" is met? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Zero-carbon target 
Question No: 2018/0210 
Leonie Cooper  
When will your new zero-carbon target for major non-residential developments come into force 
in 2019? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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London Plan Energy Masterplans 
Question No: 2018/0211 
Leonie Cooper  
How will you support boroughs to produce new energy masterplans? 

The Mayor  

Energy Masterplans (EMP) aim to establish the potential for market competitive area-wide heat 
network in a defined area. They act as an evidence base for local authority policy, planning and 
development decisions.  I have supported 13 Energy Masterplans and these are published on 
the GLA website. There are several more currently being carried out by boroughs - these will 
also be published when they are ready. 

My environment team provides the specification, advice and direct support to those boroughs 
wishing to carry out EMPs. My new Decentralised Energy Enabling Project (DEEP) consultancy 
framework also provides a list of consultants where boroughs can procure suitably qualified 
consultants to carry out EMPs. DEEP will also fund EMPs where they will lead to the 
implementation of a heat network project. 

London Plan Gas Engine Combined Heat and Power 
Question No: 2018/0212 
Leonie Cooper  
Does section 9.3.6 of the draft London Plan, which states that "it is not expected that gas 
engine CHP will be able to meet the standards required within areas exceeding air quality limits 
with the technology that is currently available" mean that the future of new gas engine 
combined heat and power (CHP) plant in London are limited? 

The Mayor  

The use of gas engine CHP is expected to be more limited over time under the proposed 
policies in the new London Plan which now take a more integrated approach to tackling air 
quality and carbon reduction. 

The decarbonisation of the grid, and the change in the relative carbon content of electricity 
and gas, will also mean that other cleaner CHP technologies that optimise local energy sources, 
can increasingly serve as the heating source for district heating, offsetting more carbon 
emissions than traditional systems such as gas engine CHP. 

London Plan Energy and Carbon Reporting Portal 
Question No: 2018/0213 
Leonie Cooper  
When will the new London Plan energy and carbon reporting portal for developers go live? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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The Government's Road Fund 
Question No: 2018/0215 
Tom Copley  
The Summer Budget in 2015 said, "From 2020-21 the government will spend all of the revenue 
raised from Vehicle Excise Duty in England on the English Strategic Road Network". In July 
2017, the Government said it planned to consult on creating a Major Road Network which 
would be eligible for some of this funding. They said, "The MRN would cover our busiest and 
most economically important local authority A roads". Do you believe that all TfL Roads should 
become part of this Major Road Network? Please give your reasons. 

The Mayor  

Government's removal of Transport for London's (TfL) revenue grant leaves London without a 
funding source to operate, maintain and renew its roads.  This means that TfL needs to use 
income from public transport fare payers and local business rates to fund the operating costs of 
London's roads, which are £250-350m each year. It is critical that Government uses the 
creation of a Major Road Network (MRN) to link the Vehicle Exercise Duty that Londoners pay 
with roads funding for London. 

My officers are reviewing the MRN consultation and I will respond in due course. Until this 
review has been completed and the Government's proposals are fully understood, it is too early 
to determine whether TfL roads should be part of the MRN. I will be seeking to ensure that the 
proposed approach to defining and investing in the MRN in London is aligned to my draft 
Mayor's Transport Strategy, with a view to supporting the most efficient, sustainable and 
healthy modes of transport. 

Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (1) 
Question No: 2018/0216 
Tom Copley  
In November 2017, the Government published a document entitled "Connecting people: a 
strategic vision for rail". On Crossrail 2 the document says, "We are therefore working with TfL 
and the Mayor of London, including through an independent review of funding and financing, 
to develop plans for an affordable scheme that is fair to the taxpayer, where London pays its 
share. Learning lessons from Crossrail 1 and maximising the benefits of the scheme will form a 
key part of this work". Please update me on the status of the work between the DfT and TfL? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) continues to work with the DfT on Crossrail 2. As part of the 
Autumn Budget, the Government reiterated its commitment to Crossrail 2 with the 
announcement of an independent funding and finance review due to begin shortly. This will 
include identifying ways to maximise value for taxpayers' money. 
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Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (2) 
Question No: 2018/0217 
Tom Copley  
In November 2017, the Government published a document entitled "Connecting people: a 
strategic vision for rail". On Smart Ticketing the document says, "Pay as you go ticketing is 
already available on some commuter routes in the South East for rail-only journeys. By the end 
of 2018 we expect to see other parts of the network developing a similar service. The next step 
is then to secure interoperability between those operators and with locally-led multi-modal 
systems, including TfL". What discussions, if any, have the DfT had with TfL regarding 
interoperability of contactless travel systems? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) is supporting the DfT and rail operators to offer this to their 
passengers. All of TfL's card readers are already compatible with the DfT's Smart Ticketing 
system, and a growing number of rail commuters from outside London now use this for their 
travel into London. 

The DfT and rail operators have the option of offering customers PAYG services using these 
readers but have not yet enabled this. TfL would welcome rail operators making these changes 
to allow customers to benefit from PAYG in London. 

Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (3) 
Question No: 2018/0218 
Tom Copley  
In November 2017, the Government published a document entitled "Connecting people: a 
strategic vision for rail". On Rail Devolution the document says, "the Department will work with 
TfL to explore options for transferring selected services [from the Thameslink, Southern and 
Great Northern franchise] such as the West London line to TfL". How concerned are you that 
the Government's example is a line that already is part of the London Overground Network 
rather than a line that TfL does not currently run services on? 

The Mayor  

Whilst Transport for London (TfL) runs the majority of rail services on the West London Line as 
part of its London Overground Network, some Southern services run at peak times on the line 
between Clapham Junction and Shepherd's Bush. I understand that the Department for 
Transport (DfT) is considering whether these might better be operated by London Overground 
once additional rolling stock is available. TfL officers will work with the DfT to explore this 
option. 
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Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (4) 
Question No: 2018/0219 
Tom Copley  
Can you confirm that you would like TfL to take over the Inner suburban routes, as you 
outlined in your business case to the DfT, when the current franchise ends in 2021? 

The Mayor  

Yes. I will continue to make the case for further inner suburban route transfers from the DfT to 
TfL from rail franchises as the opportunity arises. 

There are a number of different rail franchises operating into London and consequently a 
number of different rail franchise end dates. 

In the case of the Thameslink, Southern and Great Northern franchise which will come up for 
renewal in 2021, the Department for Transport (DfT) has stated that it is looking to split the 
franchise into two or more new franchises.  When the DfT's feasibility work on this commences 
later in the year, I will make the case for the transfer of parts of this from DfT to Transport for 
London (TfL), such as the Moorgate branch and local London area services between Victoria 
and London Bridge to/from Sutton and Croydon. 

Connecting people: a strategic vision for rail (5) 
Question No: 2018/0220 
Tom Copley  
In November 2017, the Government published a document entitled "Connecting people: a 
strategic vision for rail". On Rail Capacity the document says, "This will include continuing to 
look at opportunities to restore capacity lost under Beeching and British Rail cuts of the 1960s 
and 1970s, where this enables new housing or economic development, or eases congestion 
elsewhere on the transport system, and offers value for money". Has TfL investigated re-
opening any closed railway lines? If so, what conclusions did they come to? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) is always looking for ideas to improve their services, including new 
rail services.  There were fewer Beeching closures in London than most places in the UK, but 
there are many examples of reduced rail infrastructure. One example that TfL has looked at is 
the possible use of the west London orbital route between Cricklewood, Old Oak Common, 
Brentford and Hounslow. This currently only has limited freight traffic, but future investment 
could bring this into passenger use. 
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South-Eastern Franchise 
Question No: 2018/0221 
Tom Copley  
On 29th November 2017, the Government announced a Competition to run the South-Eastern 
rail franchise. The Government have decided not to transfer the inner suburban routes to TfL 
and there appears to be nothing in the franchise documents that would allow such a transfer 
during the new franchise. Will you continue to make the case to DfT that those Inner suburban 
routes should be transferred to TfL? 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question 2018/0219. 

Heathrow Expansion 
Question No: 2018/0222 
Tom Copley  
Have you responded to the revised draft Airports National Policy Statement? Will you publish a 
copy of your submission? 

The Mayor  

I responded to the Government consultation on the revised draft National Policy Statement on 
airport capacity in the South East in December 2017. My response is published on the 
Transport for London website: https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/publications-and-reports/aviation 

Docklands Light Railway night service 
Question No: 2018/0223 
Tom Copley  
Further to your response to MQ2017/5106, is it your ambition for night services to be included 
in the contract for the Docklands Light Railway (DLR) post-2021? 

The Mayor  

Night Tube has been a huge success so far, and night services have now been extended to 
parts of the London Overground. 

Transport for London will consider the case for night services on the DLR, taking into account 
demand and other factors, as part of the procurement process for the next DLR franchise 
operating contract beyond 2021. 
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free drinking water (1) 
Question No: 2018/0224 
Tom Copley  
3.7.11 of your Draft London plan says, "The provision of free drinking water fountains helps 
improve public health, reduces waste from single-use plastic bottles and supports the circular 
economy through the use of reusable water bottles. Free drinking water fountains that can 
refill water bottles as well as be drunk from should be provided in appropriate locations in new 
or redeveloped public realm. Appropriate locations for these water fountains should be 
identified by boroughs during the planning process. These locations include areas with high 
levels of pedestrian activity, such as in town centres and inside shopping malls, as well as areas 
of the public realm used for play, exercise and relaxing, such as parks and squares. The ongoing 
management and maintenance of facilities should be secured and agreed at planning stage to 
ensure long-term provision is achievable". Why does the Plan not require these facilities to be 
provided on the TfL Network? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

free drinking water (2) 
Question No: 2018/0225 
Tom Copley  
Hydrachill currently provide free water at Hammersmith Bus station and a number of river piers. 
Given provision of free drinking water fountains helps improve public health, reduces waste 
from single-use plastic bottles and supports the circular economy through the use of reusable 
water bottles, why have TfL so far refused to allow these machines in its rail and tube stations? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Cycling at the GLA (1) 
Question No: 2018/0226 
Tom Copley  
Please could you provide the most recent figures for a) the number of GLA staff that cycle to 
work and, b) the number of cycle parking spaces at the GLA; for each year since 2012. 

The Mayor  

a)    No information is held on the number of GLA staff that cycle to work. 

b)    72 cycle parking bays have been retained in the City Hall loading bay since 2012.  The 
landlord of the More London site also has surface level cycle stands at the rear of City Hall. 
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Cycling at the GLA (2) 
Question No: 2018/0227 
Tom Copley  
I welcome the publication of the new London Plan, including proposals 'to help remove 

barriers to cycling and create a healthy environment in which people choose to cycle'. What are 
you doing to ensure that GLA staff are incentivised to cycle to work and that there is adequate 
cycle parking provided to staff which choose to cycle? 

The Mayor  

At City Hall 72 undercover cycle parking spaces are provided in the loading bay area.  Towels 
are also provided to staff who wish to use the showers which are provided on each of the staff 
floors and in the lower ground floor area adjacent to the loading bay. 

The GLA offers a Cycle to Work Scheme, providing staff with the opportunity to hire or 
purchase affordable bikes and equipment through an approved salary sacrifice scheme. 

Cycling at the GLA (3) 
Question No: 2018/0228 
Tom Copley  
Please could you provide an update of the procurement of a new cycle to work scheme for staff 
at the GLA? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Corporate sponsors of Pride in London 
Question No: 2018/0229 
Tom Copley  
Do you think that corporate sponsors of Pride in London should sign a charter committing 
them to promoting LGBTQ rights abroad and workers' rights at home? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Stamp Duty 
Question No: 2018/0232 
Tom Copley  
In the Autumn 2017 budget, the chancellor announced the immediate abolition of stamp duty 
for all properties up to £300,000 bought by first-time buyers. The Office for Budget 
Responsibility said the tax break was likely to push property prices in London. What work have 
you done to assess the impact of this change on London's property market? 

The Mayor  

The Office for Budget Responsibility expect the Autumn Budget's changes to stamp duty to 
push up property prices across the UK. This is in part due to so-called leverage effects, with 
buyers adding the stamp duty saving to their original deposit, and seeking to expand the size 
of their mortgage. 

My officers assess that London will not be an exception to this effect, although with the 
average first-time buyer already having to borrow four times their income according to UK 
Finance data, the potential for additional leverage may be relatively more constrained here. 

Affordable Homes 
Question No: 2018/0233 
Tom Copley  
The draft London Plan sets a strategic target of 50% of all new homes to be affordable. What 
steps are you taking, aside from the 'Fast Track Route', to empower more developers and small 
builders to produce more genuinely affordable homes? 

The Mayor  

Policy 4.2 of my draft housing strategy "Increasing Delivery of Affordable Homes" sets out how 
my strategic target for half of new homes built in London being affordable will be supported. 
This includes the 'Fast Track Route' alongside other measures involving planning, funding and 
land 
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Family Size Housing 
Question No: 2018/0234 
Tom Copley  
Please outline for me the specific policies that you are introducing, which will encourage single 
people or couples to downsize from larger properties to smaller sized homes, in order to free up 
family sized homes in London? 

The Mayor  

My new draft London Plan housing size mix policy specifies that well-
designed smaller homes in suitable locations can attract those wanting 
to downsize from their existing homes, and that this ability to free up 
existing family stock should be considered when assessing the unit mix 
of a new build development. Furthermore, my £75m Care and Support 
Specialised Housing fund is giving older people, many of whom are 
underoccupying their current home, increased housing choice. In 
addition, both of my housing mobility schemes prioritise households 
who wish to downsize, giving greatest priority to those freeing up the 
largest homes.  

The London Authorities (Parks and Open Spaces) Order 
Question No: 2018/0235 
Unmesh Desai  
A constituent has asked me to enquire whether any land, transferred under The London 
Authorities (Parks and Open Spaces) Order 1971, has been offered or passed back to the GLA 
because the boroughs to whom it was transferred did not wish to maintain the Parks and Open 
Spaces Order restrictions? 

The Mayor  

To the GLA's knowledge, no land transferred to the boroughs by the Greater London Council 
(GLC) under The London Authorities (Parks and Open Spaces) (Miscellaneous Property) Order 
1971 has subsequently been transferred to the GLA or its subsidiary bodies. The GLA is not the 
successor body to the GLC therefore it has no legal interests or liabilities relating to the former 
GLC, to which this Order applies.  
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Crossrail Buses consultation 
Question No: 2018/0236 
Unmesh Desai  
Over the summer TfL consulted on a number of changes to bus routes in West, South-East and 
North-East London in preparation for the opening of the Elizabeth Line. This consultation 
closed on 17th September. When will the results of this consultation be published? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) received more than 2,600 responses to this large, complex 
consultation. Due to the number of qualitative questions asked, the analysis of the consultation 
responses is ongoing. TfL expects to publish the results shortly. 

Any changes needed as a result of this consultation will be introduced over the next few years, 
generally in line with the opening of each section of the Elizabeth line. 

Police officers vetting potential neighbours (1) 
Question No: 2018/0237 
Unmesh Desai  
Police Oracle have reported that officers should be allowed to use police computers to vet 
potential neighbours when they move house. Is this MOPAC and the Met's position? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Police officers vetting potential neighbours (2) 
Question No: 2018/0238 
Unmesh Desai  
The College of Policing's Guidelines state police data should not be used in this way. Do 
MOPAC ever choose to not follow the guidance of the College of Policing and if so, how are 
decisions which contradict this guidance taken? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Senior Coroner for Inner North London 
Question No: 2018/0241 
Andrew Dismore  
Are you aware of the concerns of Jewish and Muslim residents of inner North London, over the 
conduct of the Senior Coroner for Inner North London, who in the past and now again, has 
failed to respect the particular requirements of those faiths concerning the deceased, including 
the prompt release of bodies for burial in accordance with faith requirements and invasive 
autopsies, amongst other concerns. Will you look into these matters and make appropriate 
representations to the Ministry of Justice? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Police merged boroughs pathfinder evaluation 
Question No: 2018/0242 
Andrew Dismore  
When do you expect the evaluation to be completed; and why has it been delayed? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) are in the process of finalising the pathfinder evaluation 
which they intend to publish shortly. 

The pathfinders were a major undertaking and a genuine test of combining borough policing 
commands into fewer but larger Basic Command Units (BCUs). The evaluation has been 
similarly complex. 

It is important that the MPS takes the necessary time to thoroughly evaluate the BCU impact; 
incorporating stakeholder feedback and ensuring lessons are learnt to inform future decisions 
on the BCU model. 
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Millbrook Park Estate 
Question No: 2018/0243 
Andrew Dismore  
Millbrook Park estate in Mill Hill East (NW7) is a huge new build estate where residents are 
facing what in my view amount to scams; astronomical service charges and arbitrary and routine 
ground rent increases, including a doubling this year and poor standards of workmanship for 
repairs and building faults. As well as flats, the estate includes a large number of houses that 
were sold on a leasehold basis too. What can you do to take on any freeholders who exploit 
leaseholders in this way? 

The Mayor  

My draft London Housing Strategy outlines my support for leasehold 
reform and a shift to fairer tenures, as well as outlining how I intend to 
support leaseholders in the shorter term. 

Following last year's consultation on 'Tackling unfair practices in the leasehold market' I 
welcomed  government's confirmation that they will soon bring in legislation to ban unfair 
ground rent increases and the sale of leasehold houses. I also urged the government to go 
further to ensure fairer practices in the leasehold market more widely. 

Legal services and Brexit 
Question No: 2018/0244 
Andrew Dismore  
The Law Society has warned that countries that participate in Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
can include limits to the agreement's scope. When it comes to legal services this means that 
lawyers wishing to practise in other jurisdictions may have to live in that country, register with 
the local bar and seek full admission to that bar. If this happens to Britain's relationship with 
the EU, then it will be a much more bureaucratic and inflexible model than we currently have, 
where lawyers can simply fly in and fly out to advise. What steps are you taking to ensure a 
good deal for London's legal services, which bring considerable overseas income to London and 
the UK? 

The Mayor  

Robert Bournes, who is Chair of the Law Society's new main board, sits on my Brexit Expert 
Advisory Panel and has helped my team to understand the Brexit challenges facing the legal 
sector. I plan to raise these issues with David Davis at one of our regular meetings in the 
coming months. 
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Visit to India and Pakistan 
Question No: 2018/0245 
Andrew Dismore  
In answer to Question No: 2017/4528 you said that you hoped to meet with a senior 
representative of both Governments, and would seek their views on the issue of freedom of 
movement in any post Brexit trade deals and that you would be happy to report back on these 
discussions on your return. Would you please do so? 

The Mayor  

In India, I met the Finance Minister; Minister of Commerce and Industry; Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways and in Pakistan, I met with the Prime Minister; Foreign Minister; and 
the Commerce Minister. Freedom of movement in post Brexit trade arrangements was 
discussed in all these meetings. Ministers recognise that maintaining London's openness makes 
it more attractive to investors from India and Pakistan, and access to talent from around the 
world directly contributes to London's current and future economic prosperity. 

All Ministers also expressed anxiety about openness to students from India and Pakistan. I have 
been clear that the Government should end its misguided policy of including students in its 
migration target, and that a new post-study work route should be reinstated. I was pleased to 
see recently that the Government is finally showing signs that it is listening to the case I have 
been making for a fairer and more flexible immigration system that will allow us to attract and 
keep talented people in London, although clearly it has not yet gone far enough. Rather than 
squeezing foreign student numbers, I hope the Government takes action that can make a real 
difference. 

Food Poverty 
Question No: 2018/0246 
Andrew Dismore  
You have asked a number of charities helping the homeless to combine to pool resources and 
information. There are also a number of charities endeavouring to help those in food poverty, 
particularly some distributing unused food from restaurants, supermarkets, and so on. Is this an 
initiative which you could coordinate to assist those in dire need? 

The Mayor  

Surplus food distribution is already run successfully and co-ordinated by many charities 
throughout London to assist those in dire need, charities such as Fareshare, Food Cycle, the 
Felix Project and Plan Zheroes to name a few. These charities work with major retailers and 
through the GLA Food team and the London Food Board I am linked into them. 
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New bus service Mill Hill 
Question No: 2018/0247 
Andrew Dismore  
In light of your decision on the planning application for the National Institute for Medical 
Research (NIMR) site, Mill Hill, will you introduce transport improvements, including a new bus 
route to "useful" destinations and linking up local schools. For example, a bus running along 
The Ridgeway that turns left at the Rising Sun, passing Mill Hill County school and heading to 
Barnet via Apex and Sterling Corners which would give a direct route to Barnet General and 
schools such as QE and (fairly close to) Totteridge Academy? 

The Mayor  

As part of the planning application for the National Institute for Medical Research, the 
developer produced a transport assessment (TA) indicating that a maximum of around 30 
additional bus passenger journeys per hour would be generated by the site. The TA concluded 
that this increased usage could be accommodated on the current local public transport 
network. 

No changes to bus services have therefore been proposed at this stage, though the developer is 
funding the relocation of bus stops outside the development. TfL will monitor usage, as it does 
with all London's bus services, and will review bus routes as necessary. 

Stirling Corner 
Question No: 2018/0248 
Andrew Dismore  
In response to previous questions, you indicated that traffic modelling for the crossing is 
underway and with an outcome due in January 2018, after which a public consultation is 
planned. Will the proposals also look at the exit from Morrisons, which is unsafe, for example 
by phasing the traffic lights to allow time to exit from Morrisons? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Mill Hill Circus 
Question No: 2018/0249 
Andrew Dismore  
Further to previous answers, has TfL now concluded its agreements with the London Borough 
of Barnet on the section of land required for the design of the junction; and if not, please say 
for how long the negotiations have been going on for, and when they are likely to conclude? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London started land negotiations with the London Borough of Barnet in August 
2017, and expects negotiations to conclude in April 2018. 
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Buses on Finchley Road 
Question No: 2018/0250 
Andrew Dismore  
Further to your answer to Question No: 2017/4558 on the changes to buses on Finchley Road, 
and the ending of the original route 13; you said that  'capacity was increased on route 113, 
the other main route serving this area'. However route 113 does not go to Golders Green or 
Finchley, which are high demand areas for passengers on these routes.   

Also, you did not respond to the following in the original question concerning the renumbered 
route 13, about which I continue to receive regular complaints: 

       Buses are so crowded, especially on rainy days and in the rush hours, that it is difficult to 
get on a bus, resulting waiting a long time before being able to get on a bus. 

       Buses come in bunches. 

Will you now do so?              

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) is aware of the customer complaints reported and recognises that 
the current level of service is not good enough. While TfL has made a number of improvements 
to this route through a new contract in April 2017 and revised bus schedules in August 2017, 
TfL acknowledges there is still more to do. 

TfL will work with the operator to improve reliability and capacity at the two busiest points of 
the route - Finchley Road Station and Baker Street. 

Assessment of use of cycle spaces 
Question No: 2018/0251 
Andrew Dismore  
As planning permission has been granted for large housing developments, which include a large 
number of cycle spaces, will you do an assessment, after developments are completed and 
occupied, of the number of cycle spaces actually used and the number left unused? 

The Mayor  

Levels of cycle parking in new developments are intended to cater for both existing and future 
cyclists, for the duration of the building's occupation. Retrofitting additional cycle parking into 
residential dwellings is difficult, and buildings must be future proofed to incorporate any future 
cycling interest. 

Both the current and my draft London Plan contain policies which require travel plans to be 
secured as part of planning permissions for residential developments. These policies allow for 
the monitoring of sustainable travel outcomes, such as the use of cycle parking. 
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C11 bus 
Question No: 2018/0252 
Andrew Dismore  
I continue to receive complaints about the reduction in frequency of the C11 bus you have 
introduced, such as this one: 

"I had to wait, at Cricklewood Lane (heading towards Archway) for 28 minutes in the freezing 
cold.  Needless to say, when the bus finally arrived, it was overcrowded.  There have been many 
occasions when the wait has exceeded 15 minutes. For a number of areas, this is the only form 
of public transport available, and it is not fair on those of us who deliberately do not drive (for 
our own fitness, and for the sake of the environment)." 

Will you look again at restoring the frequency of the C11 route? 

The Mayor  

In November 2017 reliability on the C11 bus declined due to Thames Water works in 
Broadhurst Gardens, resulting in higher than usual levels of traffic congestion. The service has 
now returned to normal performance, and TfL's assessments indicate that the current 
frequency provides enough capacity to meet demand.  

Air pollution in Golders Green Road NW11 
Question No: 2018/0253 
Andrew Dismore  
Do you share my concern about air pollution around Golders Green Road NW11 and the 
northern end of North End Road? There are now so many buses and coaches that there is no 
room for them all in the bus station. Some bus drivers, both in and out of the bus station still 
run their engines while parked.  When snow stopped the 268 and 210 from going up North End 
Road, they were immobile, with engines running. The south bound bus stop in Golders Green 
Road already serves several bus lines. National Express coaches en-route for central London, 
now stop at this bus stop to drop off passengers, leaving their engines running whilst luggage 
is unloaded. This fills the bus shelter with fumes. Will you take steps to remind bus companies 
that engines should not be left running when the bus is stopped? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Transfer of commuter lines to TfL 
Question No: 2018/0254 
Andrew Dismore  
As a new poll has revealed that more than half of Londoners believe commuter trains have 
deteriorated over the past year and that the capital's private railway lines should be taken over 
by Transport for London, will you redouble your efforts to persuade the Government to honour 
their pre London election promise to transfer commuter lines to TfL? 

The Mayor  

Please see my answer to Mayor's Question. 2018/0219. 

'Guerrilla' Advertising at TfL bus stops 
Question No: 2018/0255 
Andrew Dismore  
Yet again, there has been an anti-Israel 'guerrilla' advertising campaign at TfL bus stops , with 
TfL poster sites being unlocked and accessed to put in these posters, which clearly offend TfL's 
advertising policy and obscure legitimate and paid for advertising. Whilst TfL do remove these 
posters when brought to their attention, can steps be taken to make the poster sites' locks 
more secure to prevent this activity in the first place? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) takes illegal flyposting on its network extremely seriously and is in 
discussions with its advertising partners to explore ways in which this can be prevented. As part 
of TfL's wider investment in its advertising estate, currently 612 bus stop advertising locations 
have been converted into digital advertising screens. These digital advertising screens help to 
prevent acts of fly posting and allow TfL to generate more income to invest in London's 
transport network. 

TfL's advertising estate encompasses over 4,350 bus stop poster panels and the introduction of 
new security measures will incur significant costs. TfL will continue to act on any information 
about illegal flyposting that is brought to the attention of TfL or its advertising partners. 

drug dealers using social media sites 
Question No: 2018/0256 
Andrew Dismore  
Reports suggest that drug dealers are increasingly using social media sites such as Instagram 
and Snapchat to sell illegal substances to young people. What action can you and the police 
take to prevent this activity? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Borough match funding for extra police officers (1) 
Question No: 2018/0257 
Andrew Dismore  
Do you intend to continue with the Borough match funding for extra police officers scheme, in 
light of the pressure on officer numbers due to Government cuts? 

The Mayor  

The Met Patrol Plus Scheme which has operated between MOPAC and the Local Authorities 
since 2014. 

Due to the level of the budgetary pressures facing policing, the Met Patrol Plus Scheme is 
currently being considered as part of the budget planning process for 2018/19 and beyond. 

Both MOPAC and the MPS are clear in their desire to continue partnership working with local 
authorities and a revised policy in some form, will be in place in the future. For those existing 
contracts that expire on or before the 31st March 2018 we are encouraging local authorities to 
extend these agreements for a further 12-months. 

We will provide further clarity once we have had time to examine the details of the Police grant 
from Government and have considered implications for the Met Patrol Plus scheme. 

Borough match funding for extra police officers (2) 
Question No: 2018/0258 
Andrew Dismore  
Which boroughs are using the 'buy one get one free' deal for match funding for extra police 
officer numbers; and how many officers are being paid for in this way in each of those 
boroughs? 

The Mayor  

As of December 2017 the total number of officers deployed to boroughs under the Met Patrol 
Plus scheme is 361. 

Note this figure represents 'Full Time Equivalent' (FTE) officers and includes both the funded 
officer and the additional officer. 

The breakdown per borough is provided in the table below. 

Current agreements in place  

Borough Dec-17 

Barking & Dagenham 16.0 

Bexley 2.0 

Brent 12.0 
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Camden 2.0 

Croydon  2.0 

Croydon Town Centre (BID Team) 6.0 

Ealing 14.0 

Enfield 16.0 

Greenwich - Estates 4.0 

Greenwich - O2 5.0 

Greenwich - Gangs 8.0 

Greenwich - DV Team 4.0 

Greenwich Schools 4.0 

Hackney (Homes) 1.0 

Hammersmith & Fulham 48.0 

Haringey 6.0 

Hillingdon 15.0 

Hounslow (Homes) 4.0 

Islington Angel BID 7.0 

Kensington & Chelsea 41.0 

Kensington & Chelsea - SIT 2.0 

Kingston 12.0 

Lambeth 9.0 

Merton 4.0 

Redbridge 2.0 

Southwark 6.0 

Southwark 2.0 

Southwark 2.0 

Sutton 8.0 

Tower Hamlets 6.0 

Waltham Forest 8.0 

Westminster - PBID 1.0 

 279.0 

Agreements in negotiation  

Camden 13.0 
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Hounslow - Community Safety 10.0 

Islington - NTE 4.0 

Newham  40.0 

Tower Hamlets 14.0 

Westminster 1.0 

 82.0 

  

Current agreements in place 279.0 

Renewal/Extension in negotiation 82.0 

GRAND TOTAL 361.0 
 

Cyber fraud 
Question No: 2018/0259 
Andrew Dismore  
The Evening Standard has reported that Londoners fall victim to 3,500 cyber fraud attacks a 
month. What are you doing to detect and combat these crimes? 

The Mayor  

Fraud and cybercrime, as defined by Home Office Counting Rules, are 
reported through Action Fraud; these rules require a crime of this type 
to be allocated to the force where the suspect and line of enquiry is 
believed to be based. 

As a result, a proportion of fraud and cyber crime cases affecting 
London resident are actually investigated by forces other than the MPS. 

For its own cases and where a suspect lead is London-based, the MPS' 
Falcon team make an assessment of vulnerability, volume and value. 
This generates charging options, but also the really important protective 
advice that can forewarn other members of the public about certain 
scams. 
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President Trump's visit to London 
Question No: 2018/0260 
Andrew Dismore  
Reports suggest that President Trump will visit London next year to open the new US Embassy. 
What is your best current estimate of the cost of policing such an event; and bearing in mind 
that the US Embassy already owes Londoners millions in unpaid congestion charges which they 
refuse to pay and the pressures on the Met's budget, do you think the bill for policing such a 
visit should be sent to the White House? 

The Mayor  

You will note that subsequent to the tabling of this question it has become clear that the 
President's proposed visit has been cancelled. 

The US embassy currently owe roughly £12 million to TfL in Congestion Charges. TfL have 
been clear that the Congestion Charge is a charge for a service and not a tax. This means that 
foreign diplomats are not exempt from paying it. TfL continue to pursue all unpaid Congestion 
Charge fees and related penalty charge notices.  

The cost of policing any visit from a Head of State to the UK depends on a host of factors 
including the length of the visit and the activities undertaken during that visit. It is not possible 
not provide detailed cost estimates in this case. 

 
This is an example of the disproportionate cost of policing that falls on London as the nation's 
capital, which central government continue refuse to sufficiently through the National and 
International Capital City (NICC) grant. 

Recent report by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire 
and Rescue Services 
Question No: 2018/0261 
Andrew Dismore  
The recent report by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services 
again found "significant weaknesses in the service provided to the children of London" to 
protect them from sexual exploitation. What are you doing to tackle this problem? 

The Mayor  

Please see my response to MQ2018/0001 
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Morgan Enquiry and the Role of the MPS (1) 
Question No: 2018/0263 
Len Duvall  
Can you assure me and other Assembly Members that the actions of the MPS have not delayed 
this inquiry? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The enquiry into the murder of Daniel Morgan is a highly complex, historic case which is on-
going at the present time. As such, there has been a large number of requests of the 
Metropolitan Police (MPS) and I am assured the MPS has sought to address these in a timely 
fashion. Nonetheless, I call upon the MPS to continue to assist the enquiry in whatever way 
required to help ensure the truth of Daniel's horrific murder can finally be brought to light. 

Morgan Enquiry and the Role of the MPS (2) 
Question No: 2018/0264 
Len Duvall  
Can you initially explain the reasoning as to why the MPS sought to disclose certain 
information to the Chair and not fully to all Panel Enquiry Members? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Healthy Streets 
Question No: 2018/0265 
Len Duvall  
Can you give me an update on the number of bids that have been received and the nature of 
those bids to the Liveable Neighbourhoods' Programme you launched last July? 

The Mayor  

Liveable Neighbourhoods bidders were required to demonstrate how their proposals would 
encourage more walking and cycling, and transform communities by making them greener, 
healthier and more attractive places to live and do business. 

Twenty eight bids were received from 21 boroughs for Liveable Neighbourhoods feasibility 
funding in 2018/19.  Ealing, Greenwich, Hackney, Haringey, Havering, Lewisham and Waltham 
Forest boroughs were all successful in their initial bids. The seven successful bids include 
changes to town centres and/or their surrounding residential areas to directly improve 
conditions for active travel, while reducing traffic dominance and supporting businesses by 
making local town centres more accessible and attractive. 
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Police Borough Mergers 
Question No: 2018/0266 
Len Duvall  
When is the MPS or MOPAC going to begin publicly briefing on any proposed arrangements for 
the GLA, London Assembly Constituencies of Greenwich & Lewisham and Bexley & Bromley? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 26/01/2018 

The Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) are in the process of finalising the pathfinder evaluation 
which they intend to publish shortly. 

My Deputy Mayor and DAC Mark Simmons, provided a verbal pre-briefing to London Assembly 
Members (AMs) on the 17th January. A second briefing session for AMs was held on the 24th 
January. 

Metropolitan Police - Child Protection (1) 

Significance of Possible New Permitted Development Right  - to be 
consulted on by Government 
Question No: 2018/0267 
Nicky Gavron  
The Government has announced that it is going to be consulting on permitted development 
rights which will allow commercial buildings to be demolished and replaced with residential 
properties.  Currently, permitted development rights to shops, offices, light industry and 
warehouses only allow for these to be converted (not demolished) into residential use without 
going through the planning system - what do you estimate could be the significance of this 
change of planning law? 

The Mayor  

In the Autumn Budget, Government announced proposals for a permitted development right to 
allow commercial buildings to be demolished and replaced with homes but we have yet to see 
the detail of this. I am concerned that this proposal could lead to the loss of occupied business 
space in addition to the losses associated with the existing permitted development rights, 
further undermining important economic functions. It could also reduce the available supply of 
lower cost business space which is particularly suitable for small and medium-sized enterprises 
and new start-ups. If implemented in the same way as the existing permitted development 
rights for office to residential conversions then there would be no requirement to provide any 
affordable housing and other quality standards which are critical to help meet the housing 
needs of Londoners. 
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Community Contact Sessions Consultation 
Question No: 2018/0268 
Nicky Gavron  
Please list the number of tall buildings that have gone through the stage 1 and 2 processes 
since June 2017 to date. For each site please list the development name, location, borough, 
height, storeys, affordable housing units, tenure mix, number of bedrooms, current status and 
the date a stage 2 determination was provided. 

The Mayor  

Since June 2017, I have made a Stage 2 decision on 47 applications involving tall buildings, 
where I have also previously issued a stage one consultation report. For the purposes of my 
planning decisions and those applications deemed strategic, tall buildings are as defined under 
Category 1C of the Mayor of London Order. 

Attached is a list of the relevant applications including GLA case number, development name, 
borough, and confirmation where an application was refused.  The date of the Stage 1 and 2 
decisions is also noted, as well as the number of affordable units, tenure and percentage of 
affordable housing secured overall (where applicable). Further details can be found in my 
planning reports available on the GLA website. 
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Public Access to Police Stations: Travel Times within One Hour Map 
Question No: 2018/0269 
Nicky Gavron  
The Met and MOPAC's Draft Public Access and Engagement Strategy states "The London Plan 
should commit to ensuring that each borough has at least one police station with a publicly 
accessible front counter which is open twenty-four hours a day. These 24/7 front counters 
should be located no more than one hour away from any London resident travelling using 
public transport". Will you publish a map that shows which areas of London are within one 
hour's public transport of the 33 permanent police front counters you have proposed? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 

Written response from the Mayor received 23/01/2018 

The attached map shows the areas of London up to an hour travel time 
to their nearest front counter on the basis of those counters currently 
open.   

In order to ensure that communities are not unduly impacted by the closure of front 
counters we have taken a broad interpretation of those an hour or more from their 
nearest front counter. As you will see from the map, virtually no areas are more than 
an hour, and those that are, are sparsely populated. We have, though, identified 
some communities as just at an hour from their nearest front counter and so are 
providing enhanced contact sessions. These are set out in the strategy. While other 
small parts of London may also be at this distance we have worked with the MPS to 
determine if they are communities which need this type of access, particularly if they 
have been impacted by a front counter closure. 
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Public Access to Police Stations: Travel Times not within One Hour 
population 
Question No: 2018/0270 
Nicky Gavron  
How many Londoners will be living in areas that are more than one hour's public transport to 
the 33 permanent police front counters you have proposed? 

The Mayor  

Less than 3% of Londoner's will be 60 minutes or over from their nearest front counter. 

During the consultation we asked people whether we should consider options for 

communities who are over an hour away from their nearest front counter. There 

was clearly an appetite in those communities where changes in this document 

have led to this situation arising- Barnet town centre in Barnet and Enfield Chase, 

Cockfosters and Southgate in Enfield. 

In addition, we have considered communities which were already over one hour 

away from their nearest front counter, and how we can support face to face contact 

for these residents. These communities are Coulsdon in Croydon, Stanmore in 

Harrow, and Harfield, Ikenham/West Ruislip and Northwood in Hillingdon, where we 

will be improving the contact on offer. 

In order to meet these concerns, the MPS is committing to holding additional 

dedicated contact session in these communities. Instead of one hour per week, 

these communities will have sessions held twice a week at a predetermined 

location and time to provide a service for those members of the public requiring a 

face to face interaction. They will be at least an hour long and will, where possible, 

happen in the same locations each time. 

We will trial this enhancement for six months to ascertain community interest in this 

form of contact. 
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Travel Times not within One Hour and Community Contact Sessions 
Question No: 2018/0271 
Nicky Gavron  
You have said that "Nine communities which are over an hour from their nearest front counter 
will be provided with additional community sessions so that their residents can meet officers 
face to face more often". Are there any communities that are over an hour from their nearest 
front counter that will not be provided with additional community sessions? 

The Mayor  

In order to ensure that communities are not unduly impacted by the 
closure of front counters we have taken a broad interpretation of those 
an hour or more from their nearest front counter. As you will see from 
the map in answer to question 0269, virtually no communities are more 
than an hour. We have, though, identified the following communities as 
just at an hour from their nearest front counter and so are providing 
enhanced contact sessions. While other small parts of London may also 
be at this distance we have worked with the MPS to determine if they are 
communities which need this type of access, particularly if they have 
been impacted by a front counter closure. At this time we have not 
identified any other communities beyond those listed here: 

       Barnet town centre in Barnet 

       Enfield Chase, Cockfosters and Southgate in Enfield 

       Coulsdon in Croydon 

       Stanmore in Harrow 

       Harfield, Ikenham/West Ruislip and Northwood in Hillingdon, 
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Community Contact Sessions 
Question No: 2018/0272 
Nicky Gavron  
Can you explain what the community sessions will consist of? What buildings will the sessions 
be held in? Will a private area be provided for residents wishing to report crime or speak to 
officers in confidence? 

The Mayor  

Every community is different, and so we will not prescribe from the centre when and where 
Community Contact Sessions should take place, beyond the commitment to hold at least one 
session, for at least an hour, in each ward per week. But they should be in convenient locations 
and well-advertised, including on the new ward sections of the MPS website, to enable local 
residents to receive crime prevention advice, report crimes or talk to officers about issues of 
local concern. 

Dedicated Ward Officers will work with ward panels and Safer Neighbourhood Boards to agree 
locations and times. 

Community Engagement with Community Contact Sessions 
Question No: 2018/0273 
Nicky Gavron  
London's Dedicated Ward Officers will hold new well-advertised community sessions every 
week in every ward. What targets, if any, do you have on the number of Londoners attending 
these sessions?  

The Mayor  

There are no targets on the number of Londoners attending Community 
Contact Sessions. Community Contact Sessions will be much more 
flexible and convenient than Contact Points and it will depend locally, in 
consultation with Ward Panels and Safer Neighbourhood Boards, on 
how and when they are organised. 

Community Contact Session Progress Update 
Question No: 2018/0274 
Nicky Gavron  
There are 649 wards in London. In how many wards has a community session location been 
secured? 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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Community Contact Sessions Consultation 
Question No: 2018/0275 
Nicky Gavron  
What consultation, if any, do you plan to have on the location of these community sessions? 

The Mayor  

Consultation on the location of Community Contact Sessions will be 
undertaken locally with ward panels and Safer Neighbourhood Boards 
by Dedicated Ward Officers who know, and are known by, the 
communities they serve. 

TfL Toilet Charging 
Question No: 2018/0277 
Joanne McCartney  
I am aware that 15 tube stations currently charge 20p to access their toilets, including 
Cockfosters and Oakwood in Enfield. This is despite other stations owned by TfL having free 
toilet facilities. Are you able to abolish these charges so that Londoners who use these 15 
stations can access the toilets for free? 

The Mayor  

I appreciate that access to toilet facilities is an important issue for customers. Most public 
toilets across the Transport for London (TfL) network are free and TfL avoids charging for 
toilets where possible. At some locations, typically where the toilet is located on the unpaid 
side, there is a small charge for use. This helps to pay for the maintenance of the facility, which 
is available to any member of the public, and not just TfL's own customers. The charge also 
acts as a deterrent to antisocial behaviour and makes the facility safer and more available to 
everyone. 

Police cars transporting patients to hospitals 
Question No: 2018/0280 
Onkar Sahota  
How many times per year since 2010, and in which Boroughs, was the Met Police asked to take 
patients to hospital because of lack of ambulance availability? 

The Mayor  

Within the Met there is no searchable criteria within existing systems which capture the 
information where police have been asked to take patients to hospital because of a lack of 
ambulances. 
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Healthy Workplace Charter I 
Question No: 2018/0281 
Onkar Sahota  
How many businesses across the capital have signed up to the Healthy Workplace Charter? 

The Mayor  

702 of which 197 are accredited. 

Healthy Workplace Charter II 
Question No: 2018/0282 
Onkar Sahota  
How is the Mayor incentivising, promoting and encouraging signing up to the Healthy 
Workplace Charter? 

The Mayor  

Workplace health leads within local authorities promote and encourage employers to sign up to 
the Healthy Workplace Charter. This is done through a series of events targeted at employers 
within the borough. Employers are also incentivised by being offered ongoing one-to-one 
support by borough workplace health leads. 

Public Health England, Healthy London Partnership and other partners across the city continue 
to be strong advocates for the Charter; they support and promote the programme to a range of 
employers.   

Female Hidden Homes Project expansion 
Question No: 2018/0283 
Onkar Sahota  
Since the project is currently at full capacity, are there any plans to expand the project so that 
it can take on a bigger caseload than 25 women at a time? 

The Mayor  

The funding for the Women's Hidden Homeless Project ends on 31 
March 2018. My officers are currently in discussions with the provider 
and the other partners about the project's future. 
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"Please Offer Me a Seat" badges 
Question No: 2018/0284 
Onkar Sahota  
Can the Mayor let us know what feedback has been had so far from the scheme, and whether 
this feedback shows that Londoners are aware of the scheme, and therefore responding 
positively to people wearing the badges? 

The Mayor  

Transport for London (TfL) recently surveyed users and other customers to understand if the 
scheme is helping people get a seat more easily and the feedback has been positive. 78 per 
cent of users reported finding it easier to get a seat with the badge and card and 75 per cent 
are regularly offered a seat by other customers. 94 per cent will continue using the badge and 
card. 

TfL is now looking at more ways to promote the scheme, and in particular making more 
passengers aware of whom the badge is for. 

Zebra crossing at Springfield Road, Hayes, Middlesex 
Question No: 2018/0285 
Onkar Sahota  
Given the recent accidents, involving young children on bicycles, outside Guru Nanak Sikh 
Primary School and Guru Nanak Sikh Secondary, Springfield Road, Hayes, Middlesex, do you 
support calls for a zebra crossing at Springfield Road, to improve road safety? 

The Mayor  

I am working towards realising 'Vision Zero' for road danger in our city, with the elimination of 
all deaths and serious injuries from road traffic collisions by 2041. 

I have asked Transport for London to work with the London Borough of Hillingdon to support 
them in delivering the road danger reduction measures required. 

Wealdstone Station - Toilets and Lifts 
Question No: 2018/0286 
Navin Shah  
A local resident and I have flagged up, with the Deputy Mayor for Transport, issues about 
flooded and out of use toilets and lifts which are also out of commission for some weeks at 
Wealdstone & Harrow station, which is a major junction and also located in the heart of the 
opportunity area. I urge that the necessary refurbishment is not neglected anymore and ensure 
that urgent actions are taken to render them accessible and improve facilities. Please let us 
know when these works will be completed. 

The Mayor  

Officers are drafting a response which will be sent shortly. 
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'Brown for Blue' 
Question No: 2018/0287 
Navin Shah  
The London Chamber of Commerce and Industry(LCCI)'s recent report, providing evidence to 
the new draft London Plan, suggests that the majority of London's essential frontline blue light 
emergency services personnel live outside the Greater London areas. The recommendations ask 
the Mayor to identify the need for housing provision for the frontline staff and investigate 
availability of brownfield and disused greenbelt sites and explore feasibility of building homes 
on such sites. What are your early thoughts on LCCI's proposals for an early intervention and 
may I have your comments on their recommendations about use of greenbelt sites- albeit with 
'suitable safeguards'?  

The Mayor  

The report is an interesting one looking at a critical issue. However, in my manifesto, my new 
draft London Plan, my planning decisions and my responses to Mayor's Questions I have made 
my commitment to protecting the Green Belt clear. My new draft London Plan is predicated on 
the basis of good growth. Housing people in the Green Belt, remote from community facilities, 
services and shops, and increasing their dependency on private transport, while undermining 
the qualities and functions that make London's Green Belt so valued by Londoners, strikes me 
as the opposite of good growth. 

My new draft London Plan substantially increases London's housing targets, and sets out 
robust new policies on affordable housing and viability which seek to ensure that 50% of all 
new homes are affordable. This, alongside my plans to start 90,000 genuinely affordable homes 
by 2021, should help to address the housing affordability challenges facing emergency services 
personnel, without necessitating development on the Green Belt.  
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Visit to India and Pakistan - Key Achievements (1) 
Question No: 2018/0288 
Navin Shah  
How do you sum up your trade and cultural mission to India and Pakistan and what were your 
key achievements? Do you intend to set up any 'local presence' in the two countries you have 
visited and similar setups in other developing countries? If so, what would such establishments 
would look like and how would you fund them? 

The Mayor  

My visit to India and Pakistan successfully promoted London as the world's number one 
location for business, talent, ideas, culture and creative industries. I announced a number of 
investment projects with India and Pakistan that will create more than 450 new jobs in tech, 
financial services and hospitality sectors in London. I was also pleased to announce the biggest-
ever TV co-production between London and India - a remake of The Far Pavilions, worth 
£113m, which will create new jobs in post-production in London. 

Part of the success of securing investment is the local presence London & Partners have in 
countries around the world. On 17 November, I announced that L&P will expand its overseas 
footprint to 6 additional key locations where there is currently no coverage - Bengaluru, Berlin, 
Chicago, Paris, Shenzhen, and Toronto. These new locations will bolster their ability to continue 
securing investment into London, particularly in response to the EU referendum result. The new 
roles will be based in shared workspaces in each city to ensure value for money. MD2195 on 
the GLA website gives more information about the funding arrangements.    
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Visit to India and Pakistan - Indian Ties (2) 
Question No: 2018/0289 
Navin Shah  
What are your key objectives and business plan for stronger trade/economic and cultural ties 
with India?  What timeframe have you set up and how will you measure success? 

The Mayor  

As part of my London Is Open campaign, I continue to lobby government to protect London's 
status as a global business city. I want to ensure people and businesses from around the world 
continue to choose London now and in the future. India remains the second biggest foreign 
investor into London, a vital cultural and trading partner, and the Indian community has made a 
huge contribution to London's success - shaping and enriching our culture. I want these 
mutually beneficial partnerships to expand and flourish. 

London & Partners continue to attract and retain foreign investment to London from across 
South Asia via their dedicated team in London, Mumbai and a soon to be opened second office 
in Bengaluru. Success will be measured by levels of investment retained in and attracted to 
London. During my visit, I announced that Mumbai became the first Indian city to join the 
World Cities Culture Forum, which is Chaired by my Deputy Mayor for Culture and Creative 
Industries. The WCCF is a global leadership network which shares research and best practice on 
the role of culture in global cities, and I encourage more Indian cities to join. I also announced 
the largest ever (£113m) Television co-production between India and London for the series The 
Far Pavilions.  These links strengthen the economic and cultural ties between London and India 
and encourage cultural exchange between our cities. 
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Visit to India and Pakistan - Pakistan Ties (3) 
Question No: 2018/0290 
Navin Shah  
What are your key objectives and business plan for stronger trade/economic and cultural ties 
with Pakistan?  What timeframe have you set up and how will you measure success? 

The Mayor  

As part of my London Is Open campaign, I continue to lobby government to protect London's 
status as a global business city. I want to ensure people and businesses from around the world 
continue to choose London now and in the future. London is the sixth largest destination city 
globally for Pakistani foreign investment, an important cultural and trading partner, and the 
Pakistani community has made a huge contribution to London's success - shaping and 
enriching our culture. I want these mutually beneficial partnerships to expand and flourish. 

As part of their objective to promote London as the best city in the world to do business, 
London & Partners continue to attract, secure and retain foreign investment to London from 
across South Asia via their dedicated teams in London and India. Success will be measured by 
levels of investment retained in and attracted in London, and will be included in L&P's annual 
reporting. I will invite Lahore and Karachi to join the World Cities Culture Forum, which is 
Chaired by my Deputy Mayor for Culture and Creative Industries. The Forum is a global 
leadership network which shares research and best practice on the role of culture in global 
cities. In Pakistan, I attended the launch of British Pakistani author Kamila Shamsie's book 
Home Fire. These links strengthen the economic and cultural ties between London and 
Pakistan and encourage cultural exchange between our cities. 
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Visit to India and Pakistan - Delhi's Toxic Air (4) 
Question No: 2018/0291 
Navin Shah  
Quite rightly you've raised your concerns during your visit to India about toxic air in Delhi, a 
city of some 25 million residents, where the smog this year has forced schools to close, flights 
to be cancelled and even badly affecting some players on the field during the India v Sri Lanka 
test match. The pollution is so bad that 'breathing is apparently akin to smoking 50 cigarettes a 
day'. Braving the smog you made an announcement of a new air quality partnership to help 
cities like Delhi. Please explain the strategy and time frame to make effective and speedy 
reduction of toxicity for places like Delhi. 

The Mayor  

Indian cities and London share similar air quality challenges, with diesel vehicles a major source 
of pollution, and in both London and across India children are most likely to suffer the 
consequences of air pollution. Whilst I was in Delhi, and with support from the C40 Cities 
Climate Leadership Group, I announced a new international partnership, led by Bengaluru and 
London, to improve air quality. Up to 20 world cities, including Delhi, are expected to 
participate. 

This partnership will share knowledge and best practice, will research new approaches and will 
support coordinated action by world cities. The first meeting is expected to be held in 
Bengaluru in May 2018 where the objectives and work programme for the partnership will be 
formally agreed. 

The first project enabled through this partnership will be a £750,000 pilot in London that will 
install up to 1,000 state-of-the-art air quality sensors at locations across the city by the end of 
2018. This may be complemented by mobile monitoring. If successful, this will be rolled out to 
other cities potentially including Bengaluru and Delhi. 

Visit to India and Pakistan - Flexible Visa System for Indians (5) 
Question No: 2018/0292 
Navin Shah  
During your visit to India you've stated that you wish to encourage talented Indian people to 
study and work in London and as a way of achieving this called for a more flexible visa system. 
Can you elaborate on this please? And what are your plans to get the visa barriers removed and 
any target to achieve this? 

The Mayor  

My speech in Mumbai covered the UK's future approach to visas and this was warmly received 
in India. It confirmed, again, how important it is for the UK government to develop a flexible 
system, one that supports access to talent and skills and trade. My proposal aims to provide a 
clear post study work route, one that supports the Government's industrial strategy and our 
universities' competitiveness. I believe there is a growing interest within Government for a 
change of approach, starting with removing students from the net migration target, something 
I have long recommended. I will continue to press for this and visa changes in my meetings with 
Government. 
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Visit to India and Pakistan - Jallianwala Bagh Apology (6) 
Question No: 2018/0293 
Navin Shah  
I totally support your call upon the UK Government to make a full, formal and unreserved 
apology for the massacre. This issue is further supported by a petition in the UK promoted 
recently. What is your strategy to achieve your commitment to create a war memorial to honour 
the Sikh servicemen and women who fought alongside British troops in the First and Second 
World Wars and how can the communities assist to achieve this commendable move? 

The Mayor  

I have committed to supporting a war memorial in central London to honour the Sikh 
servicemen and women who fought alongside British troops in the First and Second World 
Wars. These brave individuals made an enormous sacrifice to defend the freedoms that we 
enjoy today and it is only right that there is a memorial in our capital city to honour their fight. 
A new National Sikh War Memorial Trust has now been set up and will be launched formally in 
the coming weeks to take the delivery of this statue forward. 

Economic/Trade & Cultural Ties with Bangladesh 
Question No: 2018/0294 
Navin Shah  
I am told that due to time constraints you were not able to include a visit to Bangladesh during 
your visit to India and Pakistan. Do you have any plans to establish cultural and 
economic/trade links with Bangladesh? What would be the timeframe for any such ties? 
Bangladesh has been under severe and serious pressure from the issues arising from the 
Rohingya refugees crisis. Is there any way London can support Bangladesh in this matter? 

The Mayor  

London remains open to trade with the world, including Bangladesh. London and Partners will 
be able to assist with any specific business opportunities relevant to London. We have useful 
links with the Foreign Office and British Council in Bangladesh should any opportunities or 
projects arise. 

I of course share the concerns of Londoners about the Rohingya and other minority 
communities in Bangladesh but it is beyond my jurisdiction to offer direct support. It is right 
and proper that people make their views heard, and I hope the British government recognises 
these concerns, and makes the strongest possible representations to the Myanmar authorities. 
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Links with Developing Countries 
Question No: 2018/0295 
Navin Shah  
Do you have any ambition to expand your vision to incorporate other developing 
countries/cities for mutual benefits from economic and cultural ties? If so, can you state which 
cities you would consider? 

The Mayor  

London remains open to trade and share good practice with the world. I believe this openness 
to investment, ideas and talent will help to maintain London's status as the leading global city 
for business, culture and the creative industries. 

We are open to working with other cities and countries wherever mutually beneficial outcomes 
can be achieved and are happy to consider opportunities to partner with others from around 
the world. For example, I will look to engage some of the national and city leaders and business 
chiefs attending the forthcoming Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in 
London. Some of these counties represent our key trading and cultural partners and CHOGM is 
an opportunity to strengthen these ties. 

Cycling in London 
Question No: 2018/0296 
Navin Shah  
A survey report of the British Heart Foundation indicates that one in five people in the UK have 
not cycled for more than 10 years. What is the comparative situation in London and how does 
the Mayor plan to encourage more Londoners to get on their bikes? 

The Mayor  

Comparative data is not available as TfL does not record information in this way.  Transport for 
London's most recent survey from autumn 2016 'attitudes to cycling' shows that 18 per cent of 
Londoners have cycled in the last 12 months, with 76 per cent of these cycling at least once a 
week. 

My draft Transport Strategy sets out the policies for delivering the Healthy Streets Approach 
which will make walking, cycling and using public transport more accessible and attractive for 
more people. 

Sign Language Week 
Question No: 2018/0297 
Navin Shah  
Do you have any plans to promote Sign Language Week on 12th - 18th March 2018 along with 
recognising the 15th anniversary of BSL recognition? 

The Mayor  

Please see my previous answer to question 2017/4642. 
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Credit unions 
Question No: 2018/0299 
Fiona Twycross  
In what way will you support credit unions in City Hall? 

The Mayor  

Credit unions are a valuable partner for tackling financial exclusion in London. I plan to 
promote the use of credit unions through my Good Work Standard, which will be launched later 
this year.  

Universal Credit and the PRS 
Question No: 2018/0300 
Fiona Twycross  
What impact has the rollout of Universal Credit had on the private rented sector in London? 

The Mayor  

The roll out of Universal Credit is ongoing, so it is not yet possible to 
judge its full impact. But regrettably, early indications are that, in its 
current form, Universal Credit is worsening the position of lower income 
private sector tenants. For example, the Residential Landlords' 
Association reported that two in five landlords with tenants receiving 
Universal Credit reported that their tenants were in arrears. More 
recently they found that, despite the changes announced in last 
autumn's Budget, close to three quarters of landlords are unlikely to let 
to someone claiming Universal Credit. 

This is why my draft London Housing Strategy urges Government to review the support 
available to private renters and the impact of key welfare reform measures. Government also 
needs to work with me to explore options for reforming the private rented sector that will make 
it more secure and affordable for Londoners. 
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Analysis of the Night Time Economy 
Question No: 2018/0301 
Fiona Twycross  
When do you expect to publish the GLA Economics analysis of London's Night Time Economy? 

The Mayor  

London's Night Time Economy contributes £26.3 billion to the economy every year and 
supports 1 in 8 of the city's jobs. The Mayor is committed to making London a 24-hour city 
that is open to all, and that's why he appointed a Night Czar and created the Night Time 
Commission. 

The GLA is currently carrying out research into London's economy between 6pm and 6am. We 
expect to publish the results of this research in late 2018. 
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Unemployed Londoners 
Question No: 2018/0302 
Fiona Twycross  
The Resolution Foundation released a report which found around 300,000 British people 
without jobs or on very low wages are not claiming benefits they are entitled to. How will your 
Economic Development Strategy help these Londoners get the support they need and find 
employment? 

The Mayor  

My Economic Development Strategy (EDS) sets out how I propose to break down barriers to 
employment and make it easier for people to develop new skills through education and training 
to create a fairer, more inclusive city with an economy that works for all Londoners (including 
those from disadvantaged backgrounds). 

I believe that access to good quality education and training is vital for supporting people into 
sustainable employment and for their continued progression. I therefore welcome the 
devolution of the Adult Education Budget (AEB) and the associated powers and 
responsibilities.  I consider that control of this funding provides the opportunity to deliver a 
more tailored, localised skills system that is responsive to the needs of adult learners, 
particularly the most disadvantaged in London.  Other actions that I commit to in the EDS to 
ensure that disadvantaged Londoners have access to  good quality education and training 
include; the promotion of  the benefits of further learning, and Continuing Professional 
Development,  greater promotion of Advanced Learner Loans, continued support of the 
devolved Work and Health programme in London to help long-term unemployed people to 
(re)-enter work, the promotion of  training provision that meets the needs of disabled people in 
line with the Special Educational Needs and Disability review, greater accessibility to ESOL 
courses and the development of a Digital Inclusion strategy. 

Further to this, I want more Londoners to have the opportunity of well-paid, stable work. This 
means jobs with good conditions, equal opportunities for progression and in which people are 
paid fairly and equally. As detailed in the EDS, through my Good Work Standard, I will support 
employers to adopt best practice and achieve high standards in areas such as working 
conditions, diversity and inclusion (including the employment of older workers and disabled 
people). 

London Living Wage and football clubs (1) 
Question No: 2018/0303 
Fiona Twycross  
Do you expect all Premier League football clubs in London to become London Living Wage 
accredited and if so, when do you expect this to happen? 

The Mayor  

I would like to see all employers in London pay their staff at least the London Living Wage. I 
welcome the recent Living Wage accreditation of West Ham and encourage the remaining 
Premier League football clubs who aren't accredited to follow suit. Now that I have taken over 
the Olympic Stadium I intend to speed up their adoption of the Living Wage for all staff. 
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London Living Wage and football clubs (2) 
Question No: 2018/0304 
Fiona Twycross  
What barriers are preventing the remaining Premier League football clubs from becoming 
London Living Wage accredited? 

The Mayor  

The conversations between my officers and Premier League football clubs has indicated that 
their biggest barrier to becoming London Living Wage accredited is the contractual relationship 
with providers of match day staff. These are similar issues to those faced by the Olympic 
Stadium. Now that I have taken over the Stadium I intend to speed up the implementation of 
the Living Wage across the board, including for match day staff, and once successful will 
demonstrate to the remaining London clubs who are not Living Wage accredited how they can 
achieve the same. 

London Living Wage and football clubs (3) 
Question No: 2018/0305 
Fiona Twycross  
What other football clubs in London are you currently working with to become London Living 
Wage accredited? 

The Mayor  

I will be launching my Good Work Standard later this year, which will provide the platform to 
work with football clubs and other employers across London to achieve high standards in fair 
pay but also workplace diversity, flexible working, health and well-being, ongoing skills 
development, and employee voice. 
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